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ABSTRACT 


PARENTING FOR SUCCESS: KNOWING THE KEYS 
THAT LEAD TO HEALTHY EDUCATIONAL 
OUTCOMES FOR THEIR CHILDREN 


by 
Clarence Luckey 
United Theological Seminary, 2013 


Mentors 
Terry Thomas, D. Min. 
Reginald Dawkins, D. Min. 


The objective of this project is to create a model to improve communication between 
parents and children that will provide an appreciation for education in Oklahoma City, 
where 5.3% of high school students were listed as truants during year 2012. This will be 
accomplished through focus group sessions to include lectures, and dialogue with 
students and parents to help them gain a better understanding of the importance of good 
communication. It is believed that the parents of truant students are lacking in 
communications skills, and are unable to provide the necessary teachings regarding the 


importance of a high school education. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Oklahoma City, like many urban areas across America, presents many images of 
poverty, crime, truancy and high school dropouts, drugs, and frightening gang activities. 
In many areas, it appears that attaining an education is obsolete. The focus of this project 
proposes to educate the parents of students about goal setting, the value of education, the 
ways of communicating sound decision—making, and providing teachings that will help 
the students understand that the solution to problems begins at home. 

In chapter one Clarence shares his personal journey along life’s wail with the 
conviction that the God of heaven prepared him for what is now a life of compassion 
toward those individuals who want to change their lives of those they love. Based on his 
life experiences, and his own journey of faith, Clarence strongly feels that he is prepared 
to help change the course of life for someone that might be headed toward deswuction 
due to bad decisions, the lack of communication and education, drug use and other 
crimes, and a family history of hardships. 

Chapter two explores the literary works that help define the course of this project. 
It explains how different individuals believe that time spent with one’s child plays a 
major role in the development to the child’s life and his/her social development, and how 
the child adapts to the world. The primary focus of this project is to provide a model for 


children and families to become well—balanced and productive members of society. 


Chapter three examines how the history of the church has played a major role in 
the educational development of children whose parents have been involved in the church. 
The results have been remarkable, including favor shown by God to those who have been 
obedient to His Holy word. 

Chapter four gives an explanation of the methodology that explains how the 
project was completed; how the data was gathered, and how the triangulation of data 
showed creditability, transferability, dependability, and how the data conformed to the 
objective of the project. 

Chapter five explains findings and results, and discusses the weekly dialogue and 
progress that took place each week during the sessions. The chapter summarizes why the 
parents are not more involved in the life of students, and compares their involvement 
with the involvement of their ancestors, who were not involved in the life of their 


children. Chapter six provides a summary, conclusion and reflection on the entire project. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


The primary focus of this project addresses the circumstances that bring harm to 
urban and underprivileged students who attend elementary, middle and high schools in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Specifically, negative circumstances and conditions, 
including illiteracy, truancy, use of drugs, and alcohol have played a major role in their 
lack of interest in education. This study will focus on addressing these concems, 
including exploring ways to educate parents how to communicate with their children the 
importance of education. The major challenge in completing this task is gaining the 
support and cooperation of their parents. Clarence feels it is necessary to help parents 
understand the significance of being a good role model for their child/children; the 
importance of removing conduct that leads negative behavior, which includes parents 
fighting, profanity, and intoxication; and teaching the parents how sacrifices must be 
made that will help in the success of the family, and especially the future of the children. 

Parents must impart upon their children the magnitude of making good choices. 
Parents should explain how choices made by their children today will affect their lives 
tomorrow, They must be made aware of the need to nurture a child, particularly from 
infancy to adolescence. Parents need to foster an environment that huilds self-esteem, 
confidence, and respect for others and their property. Most importantly, parents should 
realize that children duplicate what they see, and not from what they are told. They must 
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see the value in communicating to their offspring a positive image of a “parent” that will 
serve as a model to the child. Based on the many experiences in life, including his 
training, education, and personal mistakes, Clarence feels he is able to help establish the 
necessary lines of communication between the parent and the child. This will produce 
greater outcomes in life for families, who have been caught up in a cycle of poverty, 


crime, and the lack of education. 


Spiritua] Autobiography 

Rev. Clarence Luckey is an African American male, born in rural Jamesmill, 
Arkansas to Sylvester, Sr. and Hattie B. Luckey. His sister Evelyn D. (deceased) was 
born two years later. Prior to their marriage, Hattie was the parent of one child, Dennis. 
At the age of two, his parents divorced, and Clarence was placed in the care of William 
and Ethel Luckey who were living in Jamesmill, Arkansas, and the parents of Sylvester, 
Sr. Several years later, the family moved to Coldwater, Mississippi. In December 1963, at 
the age of ten, the life of Clarence made a sudden change. 

Five years earlier, his grandfather moved to California for the purpose of securing 
a new home. He accomplished that goal and returned to Mississippi to move his wife and 
grandson, Clarence, to start a new life m Watts, a mostly residential community in south 
Los Angeles, California. Soon afterward their arrival, Clarence met his grandfather’s only 
sister, Leona Luckey, who would ullimately complete his introduction to God. Aunt 
Leona would take him faithfully to old fashioned prayer meetings at a church member’s 
home. The intercessors would assemble in the bedroom, kneeling around the bed to pray. 


This is where Clarence’s prayer life began. 


Watts was considered to be one of the poorest communities in the country. The 
public educational system was lacking the resources needed to adequately provide a 
decent education. The city and school district showed no financial interests in the 
education system, which was considered to be a high risk investment. Although he has 
many unpleasant memories of Watts, the one that stands out the most was the loss to 
death of best friend Ricky, who died in a car accident while driving and intoxicated on 
drugs. Clarence is deeply convinced and believes within his heart that the God of heaven 
protected him from situations like this while he was experiencing life within the ghetto. 
He believes his grandparents gave him upbringing that was best for him under the 
circumstances. 

His grandmother attended the Friendly Friendship Baptist Church, located on 
102" and Avalon Avenue in Watts. While under the care of his grandmother, he was 
required to attend church each Sunday. On the other hand, when living temporarily with 
his Aunt Leona, it was a different story. He attended church alinost every night of the 
week, and prayer meeting at someone’s home every Wednesday night. Afier this 
experience, it was back to Watts where street life awaited, and the dark world attempted 
to suck him into an ungodly world; but the God of heaven had a different plan. Without a 
cloud of doubt, the Lord had His hands on hiin while he was gaining the necessary 
expenence and insight about life’s journey. 

The relationship between Clarence and Jesus Christ began long before his birth 

or conception. His connection with Jesus Christ is unique in that Clarence’s grandmother 
literally took the young child away from his mother at birth. It was then that his spiritual 


journey began. Clarence viewed his childhood as exceptional. However, having lived the 


earliest part of his childhood in Mississippi during the late 1950’s and early 1960’s, he 
now sees a parallel to his life and the life of his grandmother. She experienced oppression 
and racism, the norm in Mississippi and all of the deep southem states during that period 
of time. Under the circumstances, life was comprised of good people who were genuine; 
although most were not educated. His grandmother was no exception. She had a good 
understanding of Jesus and who He was in their lives. Clarence believes this hecause at 
the early age of five or six, his grandmother, a southern Baptist believer, took him to 
church and put him on the mourners’ bench where the prayer warriors prayed and tarried 
for his soul. She was not academically astute, but she understood the simple truth that if 
she put the young hoy in God’s hands, he would be protected. 

After just two short years in Watts, Clarence witnessed social unrest: the Watts 
Riot of 1965. Not quite twelve years old, he was experiencing life in a city that looked 
like a war zone. The National Guard patrolled the streets night and day to restore peace 
and order. At the end of summer, and prior to beginning his first year of Junior High 
School, things seemed to calm down. However, the next three years would bring changes 
to his life that would cause him to lose interest in school. In retrospect, there was no 
reason for this unpopular decision; which led to Clarence dropping out of school in 1969, 
This could be characterized as an ironic decision; however, based on his growth and state 


of mind today, that decision helped him to become more compassionate and caring. 


A Closer Look at the Family of Clarence and Its Impact 


The divorce of his parents, Sylvester and Hattie, led to the marriage of his father 
to Estella Brown, who had one child, Ruby Bonnet. His mother married Isaac Gentry, 
who had no children. Children born into the marriage of Sylvester and Estella were: 
Dorothy, Sylvester, Jr., Warren, Bobbie, and Michael. Children born to Hattie and Isaac 
were: Gary, Derrick, Kim, Lisa, Mark, Mason, Damon, and Dechelle. Prior to Isaac 
meeting Hattie, she was pregnant with a child. Immediately after Hattie gave birth, Isaac 
adopted the child, whom they named Steve. 

Clarence, blessed with many brothers and sisters, was raised by his grandparents 
and felt like an only child. He came to see the advantages of being raised by 
grandparents: 1) they seem to have more patience with the child because they are older 
and understand life better; and 2) they try to correct the mistakes they may have made in 
raising their own children 

About a year after the Watts riots, Clarence’s uncle, his mother’s brother, 
Harrison Alexander, a professional boxer from Danville, Illinois moved in with them. A 
short time later, Harrison developed a strange and unknown illness which severely 
affected his mental ability. In the opinion of Clarence, someone placed a hallucinogenic 
drug in his drink. Harrison lost temporary memory of his mother, but later regained his 
memory. Due to his condition, his sister Hattie, the mother of Clarence, arrived in 
California to take him back to Danville where she could provide care. Clarence asked his 
grandparents if he could go home with her. They granted the request, but in retrospect, he 
now believes this broke his grandparents’ hearts. Since he had become accustomed to 
being the only child in his grandparent’s home, his arrival in Danville was a great 


awakeming. 


His mother had a host of children with whom he now had to share his life. He was 
not accustomed to this type of life. Perhaps the greatest benefit to living with his mother 
was being a part of a new and different family, as well as understanding the dynamics of 
brother and sister relationships. These living conditions were new; sometimes bringing 
joy, and sometimes frustration, particularly when Clarence was not able to get his way. 
He was used to having things the way he wanted. His sister, Evelyn, used to anger him 
the most. Clarence expected his siblings to keep secrets, however he came to realize that 
Evelyn could not wait to get home to tell their mother about his activities. The secrets 
could have involved stealing cigarettes from their mother or acting out in class. She told 
it. At the end of the school year, Clarence requested to return to his grandparents where 
he was comfortable, and where he appreciated being the center of attention. When he 
returned to his grandparent’s home, life was never the same. He sensed their feeling of 
abandonment. The pain remains today, especially, when he entertains the thought of the 
experiences he had during that time. 

In spite of his grandparent’s disappointment, Clarence believes the time spent 
with his mother was a blessing in disguise. When he returned to his grandparents home, 
many of his friends had become gang members. He believes that going to live with his 
mother saved him from a gang banging life. He now views this as God’s guidance and 
protection for a purpose driven life. One of the unfortunate things about God is: when 
God has a plan for any individuals’ life, i.e., getting him/her to where God wants that 
person to be. God says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to 
prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”! (Jeremiah 29:11). 


’ Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture references are taken from the New International Version of 
the Bibie. 


God does not take into consideration the emotions of the people involved in the life of the 
person. In order to save Clarence from prison and a life of crime, and the possible murder 
of someone God moved him to Danviile, Illinois for a season. 

The Lord said to Abram “leave your country, your people and your father’s 
household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I 
will bless you: I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.” (Genesis 12:1- 
2). God had used the grandparents of Clarence give him moral and ethical training, which 
included Clarence, for his protection, leaving home and living in a distant land. Therefore 
one never knows what turns life will take being obedient to the will of God. With this 
thought in mind “The will of God will never take you, where the grace of God cannot 
keep you.”” 

After returning to the home of his grandparents, Clarence learned that his 
grandmother was suffering from cancer. In the summer of 1968 she passed away. Her 
body was shipped back to Mississippi for burial, and he made the decision to stay in 
Memphis, Tennessee, Her death was extremely difficult for Clarence, who felt a part of 
him died with her. Nonetheless, her death was the beginning of a whole new phase in his 
life, including a new understanding about life. He and his grandfather were not getting 
along very well, which led to a greater nightmare. 

During that time tn 1968, Clarence spent some brief time in the home of his 
father and stepmother, Estella, who did not care for him because he was not her 


biological child. Clarence’s father allowed Estella to mentally abuse him. Ironically, she 














* Author is Unknown, 
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brought a child into the marriage from a previous relationship that his father accepted as 
his own. He father treated Estella child better than he treated his own children, which 
caused great pain to Clarence. For instance, his father showed no difference in his 
relationship with Estella’s child, yet Clarence was neglected. He feels this was his 
father’s passive way of trying to please his wife. Clarence just didn’t know what to do 
about it. There was no love from his father. And although he did all he could to gain love 
from his stepmother, she never showed any kind of love to him. His deceased 
grandmother loved him without conditions. To go from unconditional love to total 
rejection was difficult for a fourteen year old boy to understand. That visit turned out to 
be the worse time of his life. In his opinion, whatever he did was just not good enough for 
his stepmother. This was a confusing time in Clarence’s life that would last well into his 
adult life. 

During the fall of 1968, at age fifteen, he returned to Watts. He felt unarmed and 
dangerous to himself and others. He had an incomplete education, but he pretended to 
know everything. He was broke and wondered “what does a typical young black boy 
living in the ghetto do?” The answer was “he turns to crime: purse snatching, 
burglarizing homes, gambling, and drugs.” Thank God, he never used hard drugs like 
heroin or cocaine. However, he did smoke his share of marijuana, and he enjoyed Boones 
Fann Wine. 

To sum up Clarence’s childhood, he never saw his grandparents argue or fight. 
However, because of their limited education, there was little to no interaction with books. 
In addition, neither were there any in-depth discussions or plans for his future. Obviously 


there were gaps in the fulfillment of his academic development, especially in regards to 
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his ability to value the importance of education as a means of advancement. Yet, in spite 
of all the ill-fated surroundings mentioned, Clarence considers his childhood exceptional 
and would live his childhood ali over again. 
The Journey into Adulthood 
AS a young adult, he enrolled in Job Corps in Cottonwood, Idaho. He did not 

enjoy being there, and he did not stay very long. The possibility of making something out 
of one’s life surely existed. He gained a job operating heavy equipment operator. 
Unfortunately, he was falsely accused of forced oral copulation. Though it was false, he 
was forced to resign from his job. Clarence felt this was the most evil thing to occur to 
someone trying to get his life on track. Well, it was back to the “hood” where the 
incarceration of poverty awaited, but he was determined not to cooperate with this level 
of confinement. After returning home, he enrolled in a trade school called American 
Upholstery School. Because he was under age eighteen, his grandfather had to sign for 
him. The influence of his uncle, his father’s youngest brother, or shall I say the 
admiration and respect he had for his uncle made him want to duplicate his uncle’s style. 

The upholstery trade school did not work out, and Clarence tumed back to the 
streets. A couple of years passed as Clarence did nothing except run the streets, smoke 
pot, and hang out. Around 1971, he became aware of a program called, Student Teen 
Employment Preparation (S.T.E.P.}. The program was the result of the administration of 
President Johnson’s approach to curing the ills of years of discrimination against blacks. 
However, most people, including Clarence, who enrolled in this program and other such 
programs did so as a means of receiving financial assistance instead of committing a 


crime. He enrolled in an upholstery class, but this time he did complete the course and 
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consequently found employment making restaurant furniture. This did not last very long, 
and it was back on the streets again! 

The year of 1973 brought him back to the same old life style of crime and weed 
smoking. During the summer of that year, he met the future mother of his two sons. She 
already had three little girls. For Clarence, the relationship was strictly for convenience; a 
relationship that Jed to birth of his first son, Ibn, on July 2, 1974. In May of 1974, his 
grandfather passed away, which was a devastating blow to Clarence. He felt like the other 
half of him had died and there was nothing else to live for. Four days after the birth of his 
son, Clarence was arrested for attempted robbery. He served nine months and twenty— 
three days in the county jail for the crime, including his twenty-first birthday, and 
completed five years of formal probation. He credits the arrest and incarceration for 
helping him get his mind right. He feels the results of the crime were the best thing for 
him at the time. 

While serving time, Clarence met an inmate known as “Ray.” Clarence viewed 
Ray as a gemus who used his knowledge the wrong way. A few months after Ray was 
released from jail, Clarence completed his sentence. He ended his relationship with the 
mother of ibn, and maintained a brief association with Ray. His enrollment and 
graduation from a truck driving school led to employment as a track driver with 
Midwestern Distribution of Fort Scott, Kansas. Driving tracks across country lasted a 
short time, and Clarence reestablished his relationship with Ray, who started a PCP 
distribution company. 

Clarence and Ray joined as partners in the business, and expanded their PCP 


distribution to include the manufacturing and distribution of drugs. Clarence became 
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indoctrinated into a very affluent lifestyle, and based on his experiences, emerging from 
his background, he had no idea so much money existed. But the affluent lifestyle did not 
last forever. He reunited with his son’s mother and she became pregnant with a second 
son. He went to school for bartending. He found employment working in a couple of 
neighborhood bars. Clarence met and established a business relationship with a man 
known as “Thin Man.” The relationship led to Clarence entering the “horse booking” 
business, which lasted four years. In late 1983 his great aunt, the sister of grandfather 
passed, which was another overwhelming blow. 

In 1984, Clarence enrolled in a ten month plumbing program at the Associated 
Technical College in Los Angeles, California, but was unable to find employment 
following graduation. He later started his own plumbing company, initially called, 
Distinctive Plumbing Company. His eldest son was murdered February 17, 1994. This 
was possibly the starkest pain imaginable. In June of 1994, Clarence changed the name to 
International Pipeline & Mechanical, Inc. As he recovered from the pain of the death of 
his son, Clarence reorganized the company and changed the name to the National 
Association of Minority Contractors (NAMC), Southern California chapter; an interest 
group that promoted the use of minority contractors by large prime contractors. 

After serving a year as president, Clarence attended a banquet sponsored by The 
Walt Disney Company. He overheard a conversation between three gentlemen discussing 
black history, including the names of Fredrick Douglas, Booker T. Washington, and 
Langston Hughes. His lack of knowledge relating to black history left him agitated and 


embarrassed him. In August 1997, Clarence responded by ending his position with 
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NAMC and returned to schooi as a student at West Los Angeles Community College. In 
December 2001, he graduated with an Associate Arts in Liberal Studies degree. 

In January 2002, Clarence began A.M.E. Ministerial Training classes; and 
enrolled in BIOLA University, and in the spring of 2003 transferred to the University of 
La Verne in La Verne, California. In 2004, he was conferred with a Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) degree in Religion. Afterwards, he enrolled in the Master of Divinity (M. Div.) 
program at Howard University, Washington, DC. During his first semester at Howard, 
unabie to find housing, Clarence found shelter by sleeping in his vehicle. 

In October 2004, he was ordained an Itinerant Deacon in the A.M.E. Church; and 
in May 2007, he was conferred with a Masters of Divinity degree. As a student at 
Howard University, Clarence completed classes at Washington Hospital Center for 
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE), which gave him authorization to serve as a chaplain. 
On October 29, 2007, Clarence was ordained Itinerant Elder and appointed pastor of 
Pastor of Bethel A.M.E. Church m Barstow, California. His pastoral appointment was 
concurrent with his part-time einployment (2007-2010) at Vitas Innovative Hospice Care 
as a part time chaplain in San Bernardino, California. He was later employed as a full- 
time chaplain (2010-2011) at Companion Hospice in Riverside, California. 

The most enjoyable memories of his life were the childhood experiences with 
grandmother in Mississippi. They were memories of stress; when life was care free, with 
plenty of playing and having fun; whereas California provide wholesome memories; his 
great aunt taking him to church, and prayer meetings. They are memories of awakening 
early in during summer mornings to catch the bus with her, and spending the day with her 


as she worked her domestic job in Hollywood, California. 
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The nurturing received from his great aunt which reminded Clarence of the 
nurturing previously rendered by his grandmother made the time with her more 
beneficial. They instilled in him some moral! values that will never be erased. His idol 
was his grandfather, who able to accomplish great things with a small income. He feels 
his grandfather’s weekly income was less than sixty dollars per week. In spite of a small 
income, his grandfather still managed to purchase a home for his family, save for a rainy 
day, and loan money to families in the neighborhood. Clarence recalls the assistance his 
grandfather provided to his children for the purchase of homes; and the automobiles 
purchased for Clarence as a teenager. The integrity of his grandfather is his greatest 
memory: “when he said something he meant just that.” 

The years Clarence lived with his father and stepmother were probably the 
worse memories of his life. There is nothing worse than mental abuse. He has memories 
of events that tore his young life apart before it was fully formed: being disliked because 
he was not the biological child; rejection by his own father who wanted to please his 
wife; and the unwillingness of his father to stand up for his son, while fully accepting the 
child of his wife. Clarence also feeis that he could never do anything right in the eyes of 
his stepmother. He felt he would never get acceptance from his stepmother even though 
he kept striving for it. Acceptance never came from his stepmother until she was alinost 
in the grave. 

Clarence has many unpleasant memories during a school year when he lived with 
his mother and her husband. They enforced rules and regulations that were not 
compatible with the rules and regulations he learned from his grandparents, who had the 


impact on his life. They nurtured him, taught bim responsibility, and taught him how to 
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tespect others and their property, Perhaps the greatest lesson learned from his 
grandparents was the respect Clarence holds for seniors. Of course there were some 
things they could not teach due to their lack of knowledge. Perhaps the greatest lessons 
he did learn were to respect your seniors, to have self-—respect, and to have individual 
responsibility. Those lessons formed the basis for carrying him through life; and a huge 
part of his success. His grandfather taught him to go to work with a suit on; but he did not 
know what it took to accomplish this. 

Clarence admits wrestling with the memories of mistreatment and negative 
telationships with his family; trying to understand why some men abandon their own 
children for the children of another woman; and why stepchildren are abused. He does 
not blame anyone for his struggles and short comings. He believes that when one falls 
down, he must get back up and continue his efforts until success has been achieved. He 
recalls many life experiences that encouraged him to get back up; experiences that helped 
him develop the philosophy to “aim for the stars and achieve high goals.” Those 
experiences included the deaths of his grandparents; his great aunt; and the own son; and 
his incarceration, which taught him “finding oneself” will reveal there are some good 
people in this world. Through these hardships, Clarence learned the importance of 
showing compassion when meeting persons suffering from a loss or experiencing grief. 

On the other hand, hardships can cause some to have a negative outlook on life; 
can cause the victim to duplicate actions of the perpetrator which can be detrimental to 
the life of the victim, All of these negative actions can prevent a joyous well lived life. 
Clarence believes hardships can cause one to question God, especially why innocent 


children have to suffer such pain and harsh treatment. He feels that every negative 
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circumstance in life instilled in him a strong determination to succeed. As an adult, he 
can look back with an understanding how these hardships prepared him for greater trials 
in life, and thank God for all of life’s experiences. Clarence credits his accomplishments 
to those experiences, 

He feels he has become an educated individual; obtaining an undergraduate 
degree in Religion from the University of La Verne, in Southern California; a Masters of 
Divinity degree from Howard University School of Divinity; and he continues to pursue 
knowledge through the doctoral program at United Theological Seminary. He enjoys 
reading and expanding his knowledge and understanding about the God he serves. 

As he sought to prepare himself educationally, he became more aware of Dr. 
Martin Luther King and other heroes of the Civil Rights Movement. Clarence was 
impressed with the leadership of Dr. King, who preached on nonviolence for social 
justice and equality. Dr. King, like Jesus, suffered abuse and criticism from people who 
feared the loss of their income and social status. Clarence is hopeful that God of heaven 
will use him like He used Dr. King to represent those being oppressed by a society that 
refuses to provide the fundamentals for a reasonable quality of life. Clarence understands 
that Dr. King not only stood up for African-Americans during the Jim Crow era in the 
Deep South; but was willing to sacrifice his life to gain equality for all people. Since Dr, 
King’s nonviolent movement was inclusive of all people, it demonstrated how all should 
be able to live together as brothers and sisters. 

Socially, Clarence does not meet strangers. He is willing to assist anyone, 
especially individuals who are trying to help themselves. He enjoys gospel functions, 


plays and concerts, family reunions and sporting events. He is easily recognized in the 
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community, well known by peers, friendly, and easy to approach. As a pastor, he 
preaches the mission of the church, the Sermon on the Mount, faith in God—not just 
talked about but practiced. 

As a parent, he has fathered two sons. His older son, Ibn, was murdered on 
February 17, 1994. His younger son, Zafir, is serving a thirteen year prison sentence. in 
spite of the events in their lives, and in death, Clarence possesses a profound love for his 
two sons. The incarceration of his youngest son causes him great pain because the years 
of imprisonment are lost years that can never be regained. From a positive perspective, 
incarceration could become the Joseph story for his son. And the God of Heaven could 


have a great work in store for him. 


Context 

August 25, 2013, Clarence became associate minister of Avery Chapel in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, the 12 Episcopal District of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The Rev. Dr. Roy P. Jones Jr. is pastor of the church, established in 
1889, and located in zip code 73117, an under privileged area occupied predoininately by 
African—Americans. According to Rev. James McLaughlin, the church was established 
to become a haven for children and teens in the community who needed direction and 
guidance. McLaughlin indicated that he would like to see tangible help—mentoring 
programs, substance abuse recovery, a gated community for older adults, and expansive 


child care center—along with spiritual aid (Former pastor).° 


* Avery Chapel A.MLE. Church, /2/" Anniversary (April 2010 Church History), 2. 
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Avery Chapel is a valuable asset to the community. The church is feeding the 
hungry and clothing the naked, along with visiting the sick. I am not really sure about a 
prison ministry being established yet. Avery Chapel is continuing to reach out to the 
community in an effort to build God’s kingdom. The church is also realizing the thinking 
of the founding fathers which stated that some of the community ills could be resolved 
through Biblical scripture. Avery Chapel’s preschool is educating some of tomorrow’s 
leaders today by instilling positive thoughts and helping them to understand they can 
accomplish any dream. 

The church, in teaching the word of God to children of all ages, encourages an 
understanding and comprehension of God; including the sovereignty of God over 
mankind and how God gives mankind freedom to choose. Avery Chapel teaches the 
youth obedience to the word of God through Bible study. Parents contribute that teachin pg 
by making sure they attend Sunday School on a regular basis. Not only are these young 
people mvolved im learning the word of God, they also participate in church activities, 
and various other Young People Division (YPD) programs. The church sponsors them to 
participate in Christian Education workshops within the 12" Episcopal District, which 
Arkansas and Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma City is home of Oklahoma State University; and the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, a professional basketball team. The city has a rich heritage of Native 
Americans; and boasts of the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum. Some of 
the exhibits and events that occur throughout the year; include Awfullest dust we ever 
did see: images of the Dust bowl, August 10th through October 31, 2012; and Faces of 


Bettina Steinke August 4, 2012~November 25, 2102; (Renowned Portraitist Bettina 
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Steinke worked for more than 60 years capturing faces of the well known and unknown. 
Her 1978 Prix de West Purchase Award winning painting, Father and Daughter at The 
Crow Fair is popular among Museum visitors). Upcoming events include the Traditional 
Cowboy Arts Association, October, 12 2012—January 6, 2013; Cowboy Arts of America 
October 12, 2012 —- November 25, 2012; the National Geographic: Greatest Photographs 
of the American West; October 27, 2012—January 6, 2013; and Small Works, Great 
Wonders, November 16, 2012. Statistics of Oklahoma City include the following: 
* Current population is 579,999 according to 2010 U.S. Census population 
change since 2000 + 14.6 %, the average household size is 2.40 people, 
the median age is 34.04 years of age.” 
e The racial and ethnic composition of population is whites 328,582 or 
56.7%, Hispanic 100,0380r 17.2%, Black or African—American 85,744 
or 14.8%, Asian 23,051 or 4.0%, two or more races 23,212 or 4.0%, 
American Indian 18,208 or 3.1%, Other races 700 or 0.1% Native 
Hawaiian and other Islanders 464 or 0.08%.° 
e Residents living below the poverty level were 23.5% in 2009.’ 


In comparison, the statistics of Avery Chapel, zip code 73117, are as follows: 


¢ The median household income here is $23,117 which is significantly lower than 
the US average of 56,604. 


© The population is primarily African-American, and mostly single. The average 
value here is $34,100. 


* The Median age is 39. . , and there are 2,262 men and 2,866 women. The median 
age for men is 37.6, while for women the median age is 40.6. 








* Faces of Bettina Steinke, http:/Awingo.com-city-ok/26 (accessed November 17, 2012). 


* Oklahoma City, Oklahoma (OK) profile: population, maps ,real estate, averages, homes 
http://www .city-data.com/city/Oklahoma-City-Oklahoma.html (accessed November 16, 2012). 


§ Ibid. 


’ Oklahoma City, Oklahoma(OK) Poverty rate data — information about poor and low income, 
hitp:///www.city-data.com/poverty-oklahoma-city-oklahoma.html (accessed November 21, 20 12). 
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¢ The total population is 5,128, with the following distribution: white, 495 or 

11.80%; black or African-American, 4,377 or 75.60; Hispanic 112 or 5.10; Asian 

19.0%° the percentage of families living in poverty is 30.73.” 

The surrounding zip code area of the church includes six public schools: Dunbar 
Elementary School; Edwards Elementary School; F.D. Moon Academy/Mass Media; 
Douglass Middle School; Kipp Enterprise School; and Douglass High School. The test 
Performance is poor; and 96.40% of the students are eligible for the free or reduced lunch 
pro gram.'° There are also three parks: Edwards Park; Washington Park; and Douglass 
Park. There are nine churches: Allen Chapel A.M.E. Church; Antioch Institutional 
Baptist Church; Avery Chapel A.M.E. Church; Mount Lebanon Baptist Church; Mount 
Triumph Baptist Church; New Hope Baptist Church; Olive Branch Missionary Baptist 
Church; Paradise Temple Pentecostal Church; and East Sixth Street Christian Church. 
There are seventeen known sex offenders living in zip code 73117, including one within 
a few houses of the church. Zip code 73117 is located in Congressional District 05; the 
Senior Senator is Ton Cohurn (R); Junior Senator is James M. Inhofe (R); and the U.S. 
House of Representative: Thomas Jeffry Cole. 

Avery Chapel has had 30 pastors since its beginning, including the current pastor 
Rev. Dr. Roy P. Jones, Jr. The church is flourishing under the leadership of Pastor Jones. 
There are numerous resources available to students, who benefit from the assistance of 
parents underachieving students with academics and social skills. Avery also receives 
support from community agencies, including Parents Resource Center Metro Career 


Academy; Northeast Community Coalition (NECC); and Research Center. 





* Ibid, 


Ibid, 
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Context Challenges 

The most significant challenge for the context involves the allegations of the 
mishandling of educational funds and resources by officials of the school district. These 
allegations have ied to current investigations of the school system as indicated by the 
U.S. Department of Education: 


The U.S. Department of Education has started its own investigation into 
Douglass Mid-High School, where former students and teachers allege 
administrators changed grades and forged attendance records. Oklahoma City 
Public Schools has been conducting a parallel investigation for months. ‘The 
district investigation is ongoing,’ Superintendent Karl Springer said in a 
statement. “We are fully cooperating with the United States Department of 
Education.’ A complaint was filed with the U.S. Department of Education, a 
school district spokeswoman confirmed. However, a federal education spokesman 
could not immediately provide information about that complaint. Recently, a 
group of former teachers and students handed over affidavits about Douglass 
Mid-High School to the school board. In documents, they claim cheating was 
rampant in the school, and most point the finger at Principal Brian Staples. Here 
are excerpts from those papers: 


Former socials studies teacher Cory Tye: ‘I was instructed by Brian Staples and 
his staff to not give out homework and make copies of the chapter because 
students didn’t need to do homework.... I was instructed by Dr. Staples to pass all 
students no matter what.’ 


Kanda Barnes, a 2011 graduate: ‘During the school term 2010-2011, both fall and 
spring, I did not have a 12" grade English class. This class is a requirement for 
graduation. Dr. Brian Staples gave me a C both semesters for my 12" grade 
English class, Dr. Brian Staples suggested a student to take my Algebra class 
online for me. This was a difficult class for me. The Assistant Principle Ms. Cox 
called her into her office. Paid her $100 and $150 more after completion. My 
freshman math grades had been switched previous from two F’s to two C’s by Dr. 
Staples’ 


Former teacher Annita Lewis: ‘I have documentation showing, per semester, 
students with excessive absence and tardies which had a significantly negative 
impact on that student’s grade, However, the student’s grade does not reflect this 
information within the Douglass grade system.’ 


Douglass Principle Brian Staples declined to comment. ‘I’ve learned to be patient 
and wait on the truth,’ he said, Other allegations: Teachers weren’t allowed to fail 
students, said one Oklahoma City teacher, who asked to remain anonymous. 
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‘Their minimum was 70 percent,’ she said. She also said that Staples directed all 
teachers to do lessons in English and math regardless of their regular subjects. So, 
for example, students received credit for art and social studies, even though they 
worked only on English in those classes. “Cheating is a sad reality in education, 
not just in Oklahoma City Public Schools,’ she said. But yes, cheating is a 
problem in the district. 


Former Assistant Principle Marcia Muhammad, who was fired while working 
under Staples, said she uncovered cheating. Muhammad said she was suspicious 
when she saw students she suspected to be failing have transcripts with all C’s. 
When she asked a science teacher about one student, the teacher said she gave the 
boy a D--not a C. When she started asking around, the science teacher wasn’t the 
only one who said grades were changed by administrators. ‘I heard little things,” 
Muhammad said. Why would a principal cheat for students? ‘It saves the 
funding,” she said. ‘It saves the school. [t makes him look good. It hurts the kids, 
but it makes him look good.’ Muhammad said she witnessed the consequences of 
cheating first hand. She said her son graduated with honors from Douglass and 
then went on to college, where he couldn’t make it in college courses because he 
was not properly prepared. The letdown of failing college was tough on her son, 
she said. ‘It was humiliating,’ she said. ‘It was hurtful. ’The long-term results for 
students like her son are devastating, she said. *“They’re coming out of school, 
getting in trouble and then they’re in jail,’ she said. ‘It’s a pipeline from the 
classroom to the cell block.!? 


Ciarence compares the problems of the Oklahoma Schoo! District with 
observations of Hans Casparis who visited this country some fifty years ago: 


Before returning to his country, Hans Casparis shared some of his 
observations with American readers in an article written for School and 
Society under the title, ‘A Swiss Educator Looks at American Education.’ 
One conclusion is of unique significance. Speaking of the apparent 
conflict in educational philosophy which divides the leaders of American 
education, Casparis remarks, it is possible that for an American, the 
controversies, for instance, between the philosophy of John Dewey and 
some Neo-Thomistic ideas of Robert M. Hutchins, are more obvious than 
the common ideas. For a European, the special features and attitudes 
visible in all the theories of American education are much more striking. I 
have tried to extract these common and, | think, typical American features. 
In the first place, I found that the attitude here ‘from left to right’ is 
decidedly optimistic—an extremely valuable basis for any education! 
There seems to exist a sort of silent agreement that it is really possible to 


Oklahoma City superintendent confirms federal investigation of Douglass Mid-High school, 
http://newsok.com/oklahoma-city-superintendent-confirms-federal-investigation-of-douglassmid- 
highschool. (accessed November 18, 2012). 
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build up a free and better society, and that education is one of the most 
effective means to achieve that end." 


Clarence believes that the cause of the dilemma at Douglass Mid—High Schoo! is 
the result of consistent unethical dinner time table training that has carried over into 
today’s era. He feels that ignorance of some people in our society allows this problem to 
continue. He argues that: 


Every educator seems to have a strong and unshaken faith that it is 
really and truly possible to educate ‘all American Youth’ for freedom or 
for free citizenship in a free society, if it is done in the right spirit and the 
tight way! In other words, there seems to exist the common belief that the 
goal can be reached, that man can be educated as a free and self— 
responsible individual in a free society, if one condition is fulfilled: that 
those responsible for this education have the right philosophy and know 
the nght way or the right method. So it seems now to be the chief task for 
American education to find that right philosophy and to work out the right 
method.’ 


Clarence believes a visitor to America can discern that the educational system is 
capable of providing a quality education to its people; but wonder why unthinkable acts 
are committed that prevent America from becoming great; and why does America have to 
search or import other nurses, doctors, and engineers from foreign countries when they 
have brilliant minds within. Clarence understands: 

The contention that public schools constitute a inonopoly of a 
questionable, if not dangerous, character is not restricted to the level of 
theoretical discussion. What some seek to establish as a theoretical possibility 
others are busily proclaiming as fact. This takes us to the charge that public 
schools have become the instruments of subversive influences bent upon 


oo . apo . ngs a 14 
‘undermining’ the American way of life in economics, politics, and religion. 


Critics within this category constitute a varied group: members of the 
clergy—Protestant and Catholic—who indict the secular school not only for 





OWT. Thayer, The Role of the School in American Saciety (New York, Dodd, Mead & Company, 
1963), 5. 


3 Thid. 


4 Thid., 323. 
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neglect of religious instruction but for indoctrination in a ‘secularist philosophy’; 

defenders of ‘true Americanism’ who would believe that textbook writers and 

many teachers are planting in the minds of the young ideas of a collectivistic hue: 
and opponents of progressive education, convinced that the modern school is 

Taising young people who know neither law and order nor respect for parental 

authority. 

Clarence feels there is an urgent need for the community to invest time and 
resources to eradicate drug sales and improving relationships with law enforcement. 
Adults should be enlightened how their actions impact the youth throughout the 
community; made aware how their actions help shape the lives of the next generation; 
taught how to carry themselves in public; and how their advice to young people is critical 
shaping lives. If the neighborhood is to prosper and grow, community leaders must 
establish a clear vision for the future. The vision there must rather than diminish from 
lack of vision, then there must be a clear vision for the future. Clarence believes “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.” (Proverbs 
29:18 KJV). 

The church must take an active role in leading that vision, including: establishing 
senior housing for an aging congregation such as assisted living for those who might not 
have relatives within proximity to their place of abode; and providing transportation for 
the elderly for medical needs, grocery store shopping; assisting drug addicts to kick the 
habit, establishing treatment facilities, or directmg them to rehabilitation centers; and 
helping them develop a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

The Church and how it understands itself should be perceived in view of its 


mission as it relates to its members and the Body of Christ. There is only one way for the 


church to understand itself and that is to reflect on the past and explore its history. The 


8 Thid., 323-4. 


26 


church was founded by a group of doctors, and lawyers and business leaders, which also 
included maids, washer women and shoeshine men, who possessed a great vision. That 
vision included educating its young and assisting in solving the problems of the 
surrounding community in which it is located. Clarence believes that the current 
membership possess these same attributes as they reflect the characteristic of Christian 
stewardship and the mission of the church. The Church offers a hot meal once a week and 
provides a food giveaway twice per month to those who have fallen on hard times. The 
church is deeply committed to spiritual growth for its membership, and doing the will of 
God, and heing obedient to the commandinents of God. 

All churches experience some form of dilemma, and Avery Chapel is no different. 
However, Rev. Dr. Roy P. Jones possesses great people skills that “prevent mold heads 
from becoming mountains.” His ahility to offer up prayer in all situations helps to 
circumvent most situations that would have an adverse effect on the membership. Pastor 
Jones has a way of treating members, as well as visitors, in a way whereby they feel 
special to God. During prayer meetings and Bible study, if often turns to scripture show 
how conflicts can be resolved to the glory of God. 

The challenge to the church is to discover a solution to helping students regain the 
interest of learning. The challenge is educate today and save lives tomorrow; to prevent 
teenage pregnancies; and as stated by Samuel De Witt Proctor, we need to work on the 


poor education and the family dysfunction that produces both black and white teenage 
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mothers.'° The cause of all these problems relate to ignorance and poverty, not skin 
color.!” 

In a free society we are free to fail. Moreover, we produce our kind, and after two 
or three generations we almost have an underclass. (A social “Stratum” *the lowest 
economic strata consists of the permanently unemployable’ consisting of improvised 
persons with very low social status).!® 

Thus, the primary challenge to the church is to educate the surrounding 
community about the ill effects of a lack of education, the severe effect of illiteracy, and 
the dire consequences of continued illiteracy, Most important, people in general must be 
persuaded that the church plays an important role in their lives if they would allow God 
the opportunity to manifest His power in the outcome of affairs in their lives, which 
requires people to attend church on a regular basis. Some of the difficulty derives from 
negative actions by pastors that give the church a bad name. Subsequently, those of us 
who are proclaiming the word of God and His righteousness must continue to pray and 
clothe the believer in the complete armor of God. There are major challenges throughout 
the community of faith, including bad conduct and behavior by pastors. These actions are 


known to tum men, women and children away from the church and away from God. 


© Samuel Dewitt Proctor, The Substance of Things Hoped For: A Memoir of African—American 
Faith (Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press 1999), 95, 


" Ibid. 


18 Samuel De Witt Proctor, Afy Moral Odyssey (Valley Forge, PA: Judson Press, 1989), 40, 
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Synergy 

As Clarence evaluates the many challenges for the church, through the help of the 
Holy Spirit, he relies on his life experiences for possible solutions. His focus includes 
implementing ministry programs that will assist adolescents in improving their lives. 
Those programs start with the Bible and education. Efforts to establish programs for 
seniors have been met with resistance; which caused him to develop a greater level of 
patience with the congregants; and how to love gloomy people who are overshadowed 
with darkness. The most important impact has been his desire to assist all who are living 
in poverty regardless of race, creed, color, national origin or handicap conditions. 

Helping people improve their living conditions is his priority. All of the life 
experiences, the good and bad, coupled with his attitude, reaction to the events, 
commitment to make life better and his dedication to serve humanity have impacted his 
ministry, and helped to direct congregants toward the realization of a fuller and more 
complete life. He credits his success to his early relationship with Jesus Christ. That 
relationship was crafted by the Potter’s hand and gave him an understanding of the needs 
of the people throughout the community. 

That relationship prepared him with spiritual life that is profoundly rooted and 
grounded; and unshakable faith; and knowing who God is in his life. He understands that 
in trying to live apart from God, one would be abandoning the very purpose for which he 
was created. He believes that there is no condemnation for those of the household of 
faith, He believes that with Jesus all things are possible. In order to understand God, one 
must study to show thyself-approved so that when discussing God, there is an awareness 


of the Word of God, with the ability to discern truth from fiction. 
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As Clarence carries out his mission, his model for ministry will include: 1) a 
display of Christian characteristics that emulate the examples of Jesus Christ displaying 
love toward other members of the household of faith so that the world may know that he 
and other Christians he encounters are children of God, 2) the examples that are 
displayed through his actions, 3) his “genuine love for the members of his congregation,” 
4) sharing the academics that he has learned through the matriculation process of 
academia, 5} sharing the love of Christ through deed and not word only, and 6) 
displaying what true Christian love is all about by helping the less fortunate: for ] was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came and visited me (Matthew 
25:35-36). 

The mmistry will focus on educating youth and adults; with a goal of reducmg 
crime, productive employment, improved self-esteem, and making disciples for Christ. 
Discipleship will result in gaining a better understanding of Christ, His mission, and what 
His sacrifice should mean to ail of us. The hope is that spiritual growth will improved 
based on the knowledge of God, which will increase an additional hunger and thirst for 
greater wisdom. Clarence fells the ministry will result in less teenage pregnancies, more 
high school graduates, an increase in college enrollment, and better relationships between 
parents and children. Most importantly, it is his belief that family heritages and traditions 
will be established. Family values will again become important which will open the eyes 


of parents who will respond with positive thoughts and actions. 
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Clarence is convinced that the morals and ethics of the present and future 
generations are dependent on Bible teaching, disciple, and firm decisions by parents and 
leaders of the community. He feels that when one is clothed in the complete amour of 
God, he or she is spiritually dressed for success. That success is rooted in biblical 
teachings: “do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the law 


and the prophets.” (Matthew 7:12). 


CHAPTER TWO 


THE STATE OF ART IN MINISTRY 


Adrian Thatcher, in the book Theology and Families which discusses family love, 
nurturing and preserving the family. It contrasts the biblical era with today’s family; 
discusses relations, families and the triune God. 

Barbara A. Kerr in her book Smart Girls, A new Psychology of Girls, Women, & 
Gifiedness, and focuses on gifted girls ages four, seven, and eleven and how at this early 
stage in their lives they did not want special treatment; however, 

Few educators or psychologist have studied the gifted female in this bright 
and florid phase, from preschool to junior high. Most of the available knowledge 
about the gifted girl comes from Termans’ long—range study, where the girls, 
like the boys, were heaithier, taller, and stronger than the average youngsters. 
They were as happy and well—adjusted (or more so) than average child, and 
they had more ‘social knowledge’ than average children, meaning that they knew 


subtle cues in interpersonal situations and understood group dynamics at an early 
1 
age. 


Barbara A. Kerr, and Sanford J. Cohn, in the book Smart Boys, Talent, Manhood. 
& the Search for Meaning, which discusses the young gifted boy, and the gifted minority 


boys. When parents of gifted children discover that they have gifted children they should 


' Barbara A. Kerr, Smart Girls Revised Edition, A New Psychology of Girls, Women, & Gifledness 
(Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential Press, Inc. 1994), 112. 
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began searching for a tester to confirm the IQ of the child. Gifted boys enliven the 
classroom with their creative ideas and their vivid personalities.” 

Barbara Klein, in her book “Raising gifted kids,” which explains the importance 
of developing your child’s unique potential; how it is one of the most important issues a 
parent faces as the parent of a gifted child; and understanding your child’s interests and 
inclinations. 

Charlene C. Giannetti and Margaret Sagarese discuss some of the fears parents 
feel when dealing with adolescence; especially when watching a young adolescent 
deliberately flirt with disaster or become embroiled in a crisis. Whether dabbling in 
drugs, wrestling with depression, throwing away an education, parents find themselves 
Standing on common ground. 

Christina Baglivi Tinglof in her book Parenting School—Age Twins and 
Multiples, discusses the difficulty in raising twins and single children. Although many 
multiples enjoy their connection and friendship and take pride in their similar appearance, 
hobbies, or interest, others do not and instead take on specific opposite characteristics just 
to distinguish themselves from the other.? 

Cheryl Deliasega in her book Forced to be Family, a Guide for Living with 
Sinister Sisters, Drama Mamas, and Infuriating In—Laws, discusses how individuals are 
forced to live with the family we are born and married into; and while living in these 
family situations, one is supposed to feel safe from all hurt harm and danger although 
hurt and pain are part of the family living. 


? Barbara A. Kerr, Sanford J, Cohn, Smart Boys, Talent, Manhood, & the Search for Meaning 
(Scottsdale, AZ: Great Potential Press, 2001), 102. 


* Christina BagliviTinglo£, Parenting School—Age Twins and Multiples (New York: McGraw 
Hill, 2007), XVILI-XITX, 
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David John Williams, in his book Paul ’s Metaphors, which discusses the role of 
the father with the book of Deuteronomy as the point of reference. It also explains what 
will happen in the life of children who are not taught about God “Child will be hard- 
hearted, not knowing the fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord serves as a religious 
motivation for children’s duties toward their parents.” 

Edward R. Christophersen and Susan L. Mortweet, in their book Parenting That 
Works which discusses the concerns of parents, and the future of their children. They do 
not just want a child who will make the honor roll or who will get into college. They 
want a child who will be happy, caring, and compassionate. A child who can be assertive 
without being aggressive or violent; a child who can make and keep friends without 
succumbing to pressure to use drugs; a child who has the skills to handle life’s 
frustrations without lashing out or losing self-esteem. 

Jane L, Rankin, in bis book Parenting Experts: Their Advice, The Research, and 
Getting it Right which deals with several questions to include: How should we discipline 
our child?; When and how should a child be toilet trained?; How can we teach our child 
to get along with others and to care, share, and help when needed?; and How can we 
promote school achievement? 

Jenn Berman, in her book; The A to Z Guide to Raising Happy, Confident Kids; 
Helping Children form a Healthy Relationship with food. Understanding and addressing 
Childhood Fears, helping children become good decision makers, raising kids with 
great-self-esteem, eating meals together. The writer feels the greatest part of Taisme 


children is raising down-to-earth children. 
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Jolene L. Roehlkepartain and Nancy Leffert in their book What Young Children 
Need to Succeed, Working Together to Build Assets from Birth to age 11, which focuses 
forty key factors that make a powerful difference in young peopile’s lives. These factors 
are called developmental assets. They include family support, a caring neighborhood, 
self-esteem, and resistance skills. The more assets young people have, the more likely 
they are to become carmg, competent, contributing adults, and the less likely to lose their 
way and get into trouble. 

Maia Szalavitz in her book Help At Any Cost, How the Troubled—Teen Industry 
Cons Parents and Hurts Kids, which discusses how troubled teens over the last four 
decades have created a multibillion industry. The book addresses tough questions and 
promises peace to parents who send their children to residential facilities for experiences 
and treatment in “tough love.” These “Behavior modification” programs offer hope to 
parents who have become desperate, who feel the need for drastic solutions, who have 
lost faith in the mental health system and perhaps in their own ability to provide effective 
discipline.” 

Margot Sunderland explains t#e science of parenting, and how today brain 
research can help you raise happy, emotional balanced children. As a parent, you have a 
major influence on whether your chiid will grow up to live a fulfilling life or one spoiled 
by persistent states of anger, anxiety, or depression. Hormones and brain chemicals 
powerfully influence our feelings, perception, and behavior, and your child’s early life 
experiences have a direct influence on which emotional states will become common for 


him/her, 


* Maia Szalavitz, Help At Any Cost, How the Troubled-Industry Cans Parents and Hurts Kids, 
(New York, NY: The Penguin Group 2006), Introduction. 
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Mary Manz Simon, in her book, Front Porch Parenting: Down-to-Earth Answers 
to 300 Questions Real Parents Ask, which addresses questions about dealing with infants 
and small children; issues raised by first time parents, including “Is it OK to take my two 
year old son into the ladies room with me?; How can I encourage, but not force, my two 
and a half year old to learn?; and How can I get my three year old to talk more?” 

Masud Hoghughi, in the book Handbook of Parenting: Theory and Research 
Practice, which deals with various aspects of parenting, such as the social! context of 
parenting; the social and policy context in which a significant and growing interest in 
parenting has developed during the past twenty years. This book also focuses on the link 
between poverty, parenting and the outcome for children; the role of parenting in 
socializing their children across the lifespan; and issues relating to parenting at each 
stage. 

Michael H. Popkin, and Robyn Freedman Spizman, in the book Getting Through 
to Your Kids, which deals with the intentional communication of values and beliefs from 
parent to child. For example, what do we tell our children? Because; childhood is a time 
of questioning why is the sky blue? Why do people die? Did you have sex before you 
were married? This book will help one to think about what to tell your child on a variety 
of common issues in today’s world. Such as drugs, sexuality, divorce, violence, illness. 
money and a host of other topics come expertly packaged with the sage advice only 
available to those of us with initials after our names. 

Michael P. Nichols, in the book Stop Arguing with Your Kids, How to Win the 
Battle of Wills by Making Your Children Feel Heard which shares topics about how 


parents can take charge of their children without fighting with then; five distinct ways of 
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responsive listening to your child: 1) At the first sign of an argument, check the impulse 
to argue back with your child and concentrate instead on listening to the child’s feelings: 
2) Invite your child’s thoughts, feeling, and wishes—without defending or disagreeing; 3) 
Repeat the child’s position in your own words to show what you think he or she is 
thinking and feeling; 4) Ask the child to correct your impression or elaborate on his or 
her point of view; and ) Take time out to consider your decision—on minor matters by 
pausing before responding with your decision, or for more difficult situations by saying 
that you will talk more about it later.> 

Peter Balla, in the book The Child-parent Relationship in the New Testament and 
dts Environment which explains that there is really no difference between what Pagans 
believe and what Jews believe when it comes to parents’ teachings to their children on 
the topic of respect. 

Rachel-Gathercole, in the book The Weil Adjusted Child: The Social Benefits of 
Homeschooling which discusses socialization and the opportunity for children of 
homeschooling to meet friends and adults. Hoineschooling means a million things to a 
million different people, Some would call it an educational alternative or method, some 
would call it a philosophy, others might call it a total child-rearing method, and still 
others might just call it 2 location.® This book also discusses friends and peer contacts; 
independent and strong family relationships that include safety, adversity, and bullying: 


and the freedom and time to be a child before becoming a grown up. 


* Michael P. Nichols, Stop Arguing with Your Kids, How to Win the Battle of Wills by Making 
Your Children Feel Heard (New York: The Guilford Press, 2004), 17. 


* Rachel Gathercole, The Well Adjusted Child, The Social Benefits of Homeschooling (Denver, 
CO: Mapletree Publishing Co.2007), 17. 
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Rebecca § Cohen, Bertram J. Cohler, and Sidney H. Weissman, in the book 
Parenting: A Psychodynamic Perspective which deals with the sociobiological 
perspectives of parenthood. The authors share several perspectives on various subjects to 
include: the psychodynamic basis of everyday creative parenting, creative interactions 
between parent and child during different stages of development. This book also deals 
with the theoretical and conceptual considerations that include several clinical 
presentations; and parents at home and on the job. 

Richard M. Lerner, in his book The Good Teen, Rescuing Adolescence from the 
Myths of the Storm and Stress Years which compares the two characters from the novel 
the adventures of Huckleberry Finn Tom Sawyer and Mark Twain, and how they were 
experiencing the same issues of adolescents of today. 

Ron Clark, in his book, The Excellent 1] Qualities Teachers and Parents Use To 
Motivate, Inspire, And Educate Children which discusses the eleven elements of success 
in school; Enthusiasm, nothing is more important than having enthusiasm, because 
enthusiasm is contagious; Adventure ’Only those who risk going too far can possibly find 
out how far one can go’(Abraham Lincoin 1809-1865); Creativity, The man who has no 
imagination has no wings (Muhammad Ali), Creativity Excites and Inspires; Reflection, 
“by three methods we may learn wisdom: First, by reflection, which is noblest; second, 
by imitation, which is easiest; and third, by experience, which is bitterest.” (Confucius, 
lived C. 551-447 BC), Providing Memories of Children’s Success and Accomplishments. 
There is always a place for Balance, “There is time for everything” (Thomas Edison 
1847-1931), Balancing Instruction to Meet Different Learning Styles; Compassion: More 


and more it seems that compassion is missing from our society, and many children are 
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growing up with a lack of consideration for others: Confidence, half of the battle in 
raising kids is teaching them to be confident. Anyone who has ever been successful had 
to take some risk and experience adversity along the way. In order to face challenges, 
children need to have confidence to feel that they can and will be successful; Humor, 
Laughter is universal. When we laugh we connect with each other in ways that help us 
relate, understand each other, and feel comfortable in any situation; Common Sense, I am 
afraid that sometimes we just tell students to be more organized or to behave, not 
realizing that sometimes what we see as common sense isn’t so clear to children. , 
Appreciation, it is important to show appreciation; Resilience, The ultimate measure of a 
man is not where he stands in moments of comfort, but where he stands at times of 
challenge and controversy. 

Samuel D Proctor, in his book My Moral Odyssey, which speaks about the 
postttve effects children embrace from assuring parents who nurture them; teaching by 
example, and helpmg them make commitments to self and others; establishing a desire to 
better ones self; the importance of Christianity; and the development of a thirst for 
academia and courage to succeed. 

Sandra Radzanower Wolkoff, Neala 8. Schwartzberg, and Anne E. Meckwood- 
Yazdpour on the topic of Raising Young Children Well which provides insights and ideas 
for parents and teachers on ways kids can push our buttons; and how parents often put 
their children’s needs above their own. 

Scott M. Shannon and Emily Heckman, im their writing Please Don’t Label My 
Child, Break the Doctor—Diagnosis—Drug Cycle and Discover Safe, Effective Choices 


Jor Your Child's Emotional Health which deals with the ineutally challenged: the high 
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cost of Labeling; how the child’s brain develops; and parenting for emotional and mental 
health. 

Thomas Gordon in his book, Parent Effective Training, which discusses how 
listening to kids without being judgmental creates an environment that fosters trust and 
understanding It is understanding that the child must feel accepted, which will help the 
child trust the parent. Gordon explains how the relationship is like planting a seed into 
soil that allows the seed to grow and become a beautiful flower. The parent represents the 
soil and the child represents the seed; if the soil is no good, meaning the parent not 
understanding, then the seed will not grow, meaning the child not having trust in parent 
to effectively communicate. 

Toni 8. Bickart, Diane Trister Dodge, and Judy R. Jablon in the book What Every 
Parent Needs to Know About Ist, 2nd & 3rd Graders: An Essential Guide to Your 
Child's Education, which discusses topics including: learning in the early grades; what 
six-to-eight year olds are like; principles that make learning effective: the best classroom 
for your child; the physical arrangement of the classroom; placement and accessibility of 
material and supplies; and how daily schedule and routines help impact your child’s 
learning. 

The U.S. Department of Education article, How to Help Every Child Become a 
Reader, which including statistics and findings including: 

More than 95 percent of high school dropouts score at the two lowest 
levels of reading proficiency. A starling 88 percent of children who have 
difficulty reading at the end of first grade display similar difficulties at the end of 


fourth grade... and three quarters of students who are poor readers in third grade 
will remain poor readers in high school. Low literacy is strongly related to 
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unemployment, poverty, and crime. Seventy-five percent of today’s jobs require 
at least a ninth-grade reading level.’ 


Walter Larimore and Sherri Flynt discuss how to prevent your child from 
becoming obese, and how to help those who have lost the battle with over eating. They 
suggest talking to your child about the eating choices they make; and advice to not allow 
an obese child exercise alone. 

William Sears and Martha Sears in the book The successful Child, What Parents Can Do 
to Help Kids Turn Out well, which addresses the meaning of success that has a different 
meaning for every parent. Whereas the dictionary defines success as “attaining wealth, 
fame, or prosperity,” William and Martha offer a variety of other meanings. Children 
take different roads to attain success, and they need the guidance and support of parents 


to achieve those goals. 





"U.S, Department of Education, How to Help Every Child Become a Reader (Indianapolis, TN: 
2001), Back page quotes from the research findings in this book. 


CHAPTER THREE 


THEORETICAL FOUNDATION 


The purpose of this chapter is to provide the theoretical foundation for this project 
based on the researchers’ findings. The theoretical foundation was established through a 
focus group with students from various grade levels of public schools along with their 
parents at Eagle Ridge Institute Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. The researcher focused on 
the students for the first four weeks of the focus group. The topic of discussion centered 
on heritage and tradition and what it takes to establish both, what they aspire to become 
when they become adults, and what the requirements are for such goals. Additionally, 
there was a lecture that focused on decision making, peer interaction, and team work. The 
final four weeks was a combination of students and parents. After the parents joined the 
group, the book by Samuel DeWitt Proctor “The Substance of Things Hoped For “ was 
used to exemplify what it takes from parents to help children become the best they can 
be. Furthermore, the focus group discussion centered on what type of communication 
takes place in the home and do parent and child ever discuss the child’s future and their 


dreams. Also, the parents were asked if they ever consider why they do not have a career 


4] 
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that their child would like to pursue, and why did they not pursue the same line of work 


that their parents engaged in. 


Biblical Foundation 
Old Testament Scripture 
Deuteronomy 5:6-11 
J am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 

slavery. ‘You shall have no other gods before me. ‘You shall not make for 

yourself an image im the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 

beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship 

them; for J, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the 

sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, but 

showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the 

Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.” 

The study of the Ten Commandments determined the existence of two sections. 
The first section, which consists of the first four commandments are instructions of 
one’s duty toward God. The second section, which consists of the last six 
commandments, provides instructions of our duty toward each other. Jesus summed up 
all of the Commandments on one occasion when asked “which was the greatest 
Commandment.” Jesus answered by saying: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy mind and with ali thy strength... Thy shalt love thy neighbor as thy self.” (Mark 
12:30-31). 
A law that teaches God’s way of love: each of the Ten Commandments reveals 


the attitudes and actions that show us how to love God and our neighbor. This is why 


the apostle John tells us that “whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is 
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perfected in him” (1 John 2:5 NAS); and “by this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we love God and keep his commandments.” (1 John 5:2 NAS). 

Deuteronomy is a reminder to the peopie what God had done and encouraged 
them to rededicate their lives to him. The author of Deuteronomy was Moses. Except for 
the final summary, this was probably written by Joshua after Moses’ death. The book was 
written around1407—1406 B.C.E; and was directed to the new generation who were about 
to enter the Promised Land that God promised to their forefathers. The laws served as 
rules and regulations for Israel as people of God. 

The book is divided into four sections. The first section, Moses’ first address (1:1- 
43), explains what God has done; the second section, Moses’ second address (4:44- 
28:68), explains the principles for Godly living. Obeying God’s laws brought blessings to 
the Israelites and disobeying brought misfortune. This was part of the written agreement 
God made with his people. Although we are not part of this covenant, the principle holds 
true: obedience and disobedience carry inevitable consequences in this life and the next; 
The third section, Moses’s third address (29:1-30:20), calls the people for commitment to 
God; and the fourth section, Moses’s last days (31:1-34:12), addresses the change in 
leadership. 

The four sections comprise five major themes. In the first theme, History, 

Moses reviewed the mighty acts of God whereby he liberated Israel from slavery in 
Egypt. He recounted how God had helped them and how the people had. In the second 
theme, Laws, God reviewed his laws for the people. The legal contract between God and 
his people had to be renewed by the new generation about to enter the Promised Land. In 


the third theme, Love, God’s faithful and patient love is portrayed more often than his 
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punishment. God shows his love by being faithful to his people and his promises. In 
response, God desires love from the heart, not merely legalistically keeping his law. In 
the fourth theme, Choices, God reminds his people that in order to ratify his agreement 
they must choose the path of obedience. A personal decision to obey would bring benefits 
to their lives; whereas rebellion would bring severe calamity. In the fifth theme, 
Teaching, God commanded the Israelites to teach their children his ways. They were to 
use ritual, instruction, and memorization to make sure their children understood God’s 


principles and passed them on to the next generation. 


Biblical Teaching 

Tbe biblical focus of this research is on the parenting responsibility found in the 
book of Deuteronomy chapter 5:6-21 and 6:6-7. These instructions are relevant today, and 
are needed in the teaching of biblical principles in response to the many problems 
througbout society. The book of Deuteronomy gives clear instructions that could serve as 
guidelines in addressing these problems with spiritual parenting, as taught by David 
Carroll. 


It is never too early to begin a child’s spiritual education. The hour of its 
first breath is not too soon. In the religion of Islam, the moment a new being 
emerges from tbe womb, before it is washed or umbilical cord cut, the father 
whispers into its ear La ilahu illa Allah (“There is no god by God”). In certain 
Christian sects the Lord’s prayer is recited to the child before it is an hour old, 
while among the Laguna Pueblo Indian tribes of the American Southwest a 
newborm’s parents bathe their child im yucca weed while prayers are said aloud; 
then, just before the sun has set, they paint its body with white clay and sprinkle 
ashes on top of the clay. These remind this new soul that it, too, will someday 
return to dust. The child’s spiritual education has begun. ' 


" David Carroll, Spiritual Parenting: A Loving Guide for the New Age Parent (New York: Paragon 
House 1990), 3. 
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According to Scripture, not only is it the responsibility of the parent (father) to 
teach his children the responsibilities of life, but also the child’s responsibility to listen to 
the parent (father) as he gives instructions about life and how to be successful by being 
obedient to the applicable laws that apply to life and living. The book of Proverbs affirms 
this mandate: 


Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction; pay attention and gain 
understanding. I give you sound learning, so do not forsake my teaching. When I 
was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, and an only child of my mother, he 
taught me and said, ‘Lay hold of my words with all your heart; keep my 
commands and you will live. Get wisdom, get understanding; do not forget my 
words or swerve from them. Do not forsake wisdom, and she will watch over 
you. Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get 
understanding.” (Prov. 4:1-7); and Train a child in the way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not tum from it. (Prov. 22:6). 


Ed Young, author of The 10 Commandments of Parenting, states, 


For years | have stated my belief that America’s number one problem is 
the breakdown of the family. Whenever I say that, inevitably some offer a 
different nomination for America’s most pressing dilemma. It doesn’t take them 
long, however, to see that at the foundational root of the problem they name is the 
family meltdown.” 


In recent years the plight of our families has been described by a relatively 
new term: dysfunctional. With that in mind, let me state again for the record: I 
believe America’s number one problem is the dysfunctional family. And since 
society's top problem is dysfunctional families, our highest priority must be to 
build functional families.’ 
Essentially, one must understand that living under the Christian umbrella of life 
does not exclude one from man’s laws. Although people sometimes hreak the law to 


make a point, there are still consequences. It is significantly important for people to 


understand that when God gave the Law (Ten Commandments) to Moses, instructions 





* Ed Young, The 10 Commandments of Parenting (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2004), 19. 


3 Thid. 
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necessary for a good life, they were applicable to all mankind. All that is necessary to 


apply them is to pass along through teachings and personal actions. 


The Ten Commandments 

In the first commandment, God said you shall have no other gods before me. 
After bringing the Israelites out of bondage, God knew that the people would worship 
various gods; thus, Yahweh emphasized to the people, “I am the one who brought you 
out, not some idol that cannot speak to you or provide for you; therefore, you shall have 
no other god’s before me.” God also knew that since the people were no longer under the 
stress of Pharaoh, they would give the credit to a god other than the God who delivered 
them, Subsequently, God commanded “you shall have no other gods before me.” 

In the second commandment, God disallowed graven images. God was saying, “I 
am not concemed with how deeply you are impressed with gods that are unable to deliver 
you from adversity; you should not bow down to worship them.” Bowing down to 
worship a false god was not only an affront to God, but degradmg to the God who 
brought them out of the land of Egypt. God wanted the people to acknowledge Him; the 
One who rescued them from slavery. 

In the third commandment, God is forbidding the children of Israel, as well as, the 
individuals of this present age from using the name of the Lord in vain. In other words, 
the name of the Lord is to be honored with deep respect; this name is above every name. 
However, it is a good thing to cry out to the Lord when it appears that the world is 


turning its back on you; the Lord will always be there. 
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In the fourth commandment, the fathers were to teach their children to set aside a 
day of rest and to give thanks: “Worship” the God who rested on the seventh day after He 
established the world in six days. The Ten Commandments do not say what day we are to 
rest, it simply states we are to rest from our labors every seventh day; this is to be a 
Joyous day; one that gives thanks for a productive six days. 

The fifth commandment is one in which the patriarch and matriarch are to be 
honored and respected. According to Reverend Dr. James Cooper, “How the family goes, 
SO goes our society. When the home decays, the church decays; subsequently, the state 
decays. And when homes decay, there can’t be a quality relationship between child and 
parent." 

The Bible is strong on the matter of honoring parents: “And he that smiteth his 
father and his mother shall be surely put 10 death.” (Exodus 21:15); “And he that curseth 
his father or his mother, shall surely be put to death.” (Exodus 21:17). 

The sixth commandment tells us that we should not kill: Life is sacred and must 
never be destroyed. Suicide also comes under the heading of murder. Cooper says, 
“Church of the Living God, there are other ways we murder and kill people. We 
indirectly murder when we lead someone into sin. We can kill others by the way we live. 


Others are watching the way we live. We can kill and murder others with malicious 


gossip (gossip).”” 





* James Simon Cooper, Ten Commandments, Ten Sermons For Everyday People (Cotumbia, 
South Carolina: wrightstuico, 2010), 20. 


4 Ibid., 27. 
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The point is a person can commit murder by thinking it in his heart. Therefore, 
you must be careful about how we think; or wish things upon people. By virtue of 
thinking it is the same as committing the act. 

This seventh commandment gives warnings against committing adultery. The 
Bible says, “But I tell you that anyone who fooks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Matthew 5:28). The seriousness of this act is 
clear whereby God says anyone caught committing “adultery,” both would be put to 
death. In this commandment, God is expressing His disapproval of anyone who commits 
the sin of adultery and letting you know the life-ending consequences for violating this 
commandment, 

The eighth commandment tells us we should not steal. Dr. Cooper says there are 
various ways of stealing: “There is the theft of reputation through gossip; There is the 
theft of character by bearing false witness; There is the theft from the needy by 
withholding your charity!; There is the theft from God. The prophet Malachi asked the 
question, will a man rob God? Then the answer comes, and God says, “Ye have robbed 
me ...in tithes and offerings.’”® 

In the minth commandment, God gives the simple mandate not to lie. 

In the tenth commandment, God warns against desiring anything that belongs to 
your friend or neighbor. This mandate includes envy of another. You should not envy 
your neighbor for what he has accomplished. 

God gave the Ten Commandments as guidelines to help His people maintain a 


relationship with Him and to lead a good life. John Goldingay says, God’s people were 


® Ibid. 


49 


“obligated to accept the challenge to keep God’s rules and live by decisions God has 
made about what people should and should not do.”’ Since these guidelines were so 
significant for future generations, Goldingay wrote “So it may go well for them and their 
children forever. ... But you stand here with me and I will speak to you every command, 
the rules and decisions you are to teach them so they will observe them in the country I 
am giving them to take possession of.”* 

God directed the parents to teach the Ten Commandments for various reasons. 
First, “The word of God is indispensable and therefore must be passed on to the next 
generation at all cost.”” Secondly, God wanted the best for the present and future 
generations. The best included living a holy living. The rales and regulations would help 
them accomplish those goals, which help govem their lives in a way that is respectable to 
their elders; for respecting each other and each other’s property; for serving God the 
Creator. It was important for the children to understand that there are consequences for 
breaking rules. These consequences include: unhappiness, unable to maintain healthy 


relationships, loss of privileges, and the loss of a relationship with God. 


New Testament Scripture 


Mark 10:13-16 


People were bringing little children to Jesus to have Him touch them, but 
the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw, he was indignant. He said to them, 





? John Goldingay, Numbers & Deuteronomy for everyone (Louisville, KY: Westminister John 
Knox Press, 2010), 110. 


* John Goldingay, Numbers & Deuteronomy for Everyone (Louisville, KY: Knox Press 2010), 
WL. 


° Victor P. Hamilton, Handbook on the Pentateuch (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2005), 
395. 
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‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the 

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took the children in 

his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them. 

The text of Mark reminds Clarence of his grandmother sitting him on the 
mourners bench in a small Baptist church in Senatobia, Mississippi, and requesting 
prayer for her young grandchild. Her action led Clarence to believe that since his 
grandmother was illiterate, she allowed the Holy Spirit to guide her to place him in God’s 
hands for protection similar to those who brought their children to Jesus to be blessed. 

Like Clarence, there were many others who experienced the moumers bench, a 
tradition in whereby parents and grandparents, during church service, would sit their 
young children on the front pew (the mourners bench). This spiritual tradition was 
common in churches as a young child was being prepared to accept Christ, and become a 
member of the church, It also symbolized offering the child to Jesus for protection and 
blessing. Parents, fearing for the safety of the child, relied on this tradition of placing the 
child m the hands of the Lord. 

In comparison to what was desired by the parents during time of Jesus and the 
present time, Clarence does not feel there has been much change. They all want their 
children to be blessed. However, some individuals want the blessings for their children 
but are unwilling to do what is necessary for the chiid to receive the blessings. And as a 
result, 

Many children struggle today with what experts call attachment disorder. 

That’s the failure of children and young adults to create significant bonds with 

their parents or others as they get older. They stumble down a road toward broken 

relationships. They enter young adulthood—and later marriage—with deep desire 


for connection but without the understanding, modeling, experience, or 
confidence that they really can build loving, lasting relationships for themselves. 
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They step back from what they want most because they’ve never seen what it 
looks like to have someone step toward them.'® 


William Lane writes, 

The account of Jesus blessing the children furnishes an appropriate sequel 
to the pronouncement on the sanctity of marriage in Ch. 10:2-12. Although the 
circumstances are sketched in the harest possible manner and all references to 
time and place are absent, the situation is clear: children were brought to the 
master in order to request his blessing for their future life," 

Jesus’ final action was as significant as his words. His genuine love of children, 
and the tenderness expressed in taking them into his arms and blessing them through 
prayer and Jaying on of hands can only be properly appreciated within the context of the 
calloused (unsympathetic) attitudes toward children that still prevailed within Hellenistic 
society in the first century.” In the second gospel, “As the “People were bringing little 
children to Jesus to have Him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them.” (Mark 10:13). 
The actions and words of the disciples caused Jesus to be indignant with them; rebuking 
them. They had not remembered the iesson about receiving the little ones in Jesus’ name 
(Mark 9:36-37). He says ‘permit the young children to come to me and do not hinder 
them.'? The rebuking of the disciples was cruel and a disregard for the needs of the 
children, who were in need of the touch and blessings of Christ. Parenting involves the 


constant awareness that words can he cruel, which harms the development and growth of 


the child. Battisteili affirms the possible cruelty and harm of words, 


"© John Trent, PH.D, Gary Smalley, The Blessing (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson £993), 7. 


"' William L, Lane, The Gospel According To Mark (Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1974), 359, 


2 Thid., 361. 


'S Ben Witherington ID, The Gospel of Mark, A Social Rhetorical Commentary (Grand Rapids 
Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 200), 279. 


One thing I know for sure: words have power! What you say to a person 
can absolutely determine his or her future. Proverbs 18:21 says, ‘Death and life 
are in the power of the tongue, and those who love it will eat its fruit.” .... 
Because I know firsthand destructive power of critical words, I decided early on 
with my daughter that words would build up not tear down. From the time she 
was able to understand, I told her she was beautiful, smart, talented, a worid 
changer, and able to be all God had called her to be.'* 


Therefore, words should be chosen carefully, especially when they impact the 
lives and welfare of children. Unfortunately, as recorded in The Interpreter’s Bible, 


Cruel rebukes are still administered to those who plead and work for the 
children of oppressed peoples, for the children of minority groups who are denied 
equal advantages in education with children of majorities, for children still into 
maw ‘a cavernous opening that resembles the open jaws of an animal’ of industry. 
... When a Christian organization regards its church school as a sort of 
bothersome stepchild, tolerated grudgingly and of necessity, rating far below the 
real importance of adult concerns, it rebukes those who would bring young 
children to Jesus, and at the same time shows Itself fatally blind to its own 
greatest wealth and power." 


The Human Touch 
Scripture says that Jesus touched the children and blessed thei. A vital part of 
bringing the children to Jesus for blessing 1s the power of the touch. 


The significance of touch ‘in this moment Jesus was not simply 
communicating a spiritual lesson to the crowds. He could have done that by simply 
placing one child in the center of the group as he did on another occasion (Matt. 
18:2). Here Jesus was demonstrating his knowledge of the genuine importance of 
touch to a child’ for children, things become real when they are touched.’ 

As parents respond to the need for the child to receive blessings, the parent should 
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*® John Trent, Gary Smalley, The Blessing, Giving The Gift of Unconditional Love and Acceptance 
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1993), 71. 


33 


remain aware of the significance of the touch. Israel blessed his two grandsons Ephraim 
and Manasseh by placing his hand on each of the children: “But Israel reached out his 
right hand and put it on Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger, crossing his arms, 
he put his left hand on Manasseh’s head even though Manasseh was the first born.” 
(Genesis 48:14). The touch is understood as a form of communication, 

That by touch of the hand is also signified communication, transfer, and 
reception, is because the activity of the whole body is collected into the arms and 
into the hands, and the Word interior things are expressed by means of exterior 
ones. From this it is that by the arms, the hands, and especially the right hand, is 
signified power and hence by the hands is signified whatever appertains to man, 
thus the whole man in so far as he is acting. Moreover, that all the outer senses... 
sight, hearing, taste, and smell... bear relation to the touch, and are kinds of 
touch, is known in the learned world. 

... That by touching is signified communication, transfer, and reception, 
is evident from many passages in the word, of which the following may be 
adduced: The angel touched Daniel, and restored him upon his station, and lifted 
him up upon his knees; and touched his lips, and opened his mouth; and touched 
him again, and strengthen him (Dan, 10:10,16, 18).!” 

One of the most significant outcomes of the human touch is a trusting relationship 
with God. It is important for parents of children, particularly Christian parents to teach 
their children the power of God and how God operates particularly from a faith 
perspective parents must demonstrate how God function when children of God put their 
complete trust in Him believing that they can rise ahove any condition that is not 
favorable to them or their family. God has proven time and time again that He is able to 
create something out of nothing, which leads to obedience. Clarence agrees with four 


types of obedience: 


1, Initial: learning to obey Dad’s and Mom’s voice. 
2. Social: learning the social codes of society. 


"” www. biblemeanings.info/Words/Activity/Touch.htm (accessed March 20, 2013). 
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3. Civil: learning to obey the laws of society. 
4. Religious: learning the religious practices of family and church.’® 


As you can see, what we’re calling “human obedience’ is the sort of 
obedience that is generally good for our family and society. Human obedience 
encompasses the entire breadth of human goodness. This obedience or outward 
goodness is achievable hy every person, saved or unsaved, because of God’s 
common grace. in some ways, society is certainly better off if people observe 
social, civic, and religious laws, if people try to be good to each other. It is more 
advantageous to live in a land of peace and freedom than of strife and slavery 
(Titus 3:1-2). Respect, courtesy, and civil obedience are blessings from the Lord, 
who bestows his blessings on the just and the unjust (Matt. 5:45), 


As Jesus extended hlessings to the children, He was responding to the mandate 
established by God and affirmed in the Hebrew Scripture, including “For I have chosen 
him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the 
Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what 
he has promised him” (Prov. 18:19); and “Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you 
punish him with the rod, he will not die. Punish him with rod and save his soul from 
death.” (Prov. 23:13-14). Aaron Sharp wrote, 

Of all the verses in the Bible regarding parents, children, and the 
dispensing of discipline, this verse in Proverbs is probably the most controversial 
and disconcerting to students of the scriptures. Much of the consternation stems 
from the original King James Version’s translation of punish as ‘beat.’ Modem 
versions, such as the NIV seen here, translate the word nakah as ‘punish’ to 
clarify that this verse teaches discipline, but nowhere in the Bible do its pages 
encourage, or even allow, for discipline that crosses the line into abuse. Here, 


King Solomon again asserts that children who are allowed to grow up without 
discipline will face a treacherous life for which they are unprepared,”° 
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Abraham was called of God to do many things in his life, but one of the most 
important is found in this verse. Abraham was to set the bar high as a parent by directing 
and teaching his children to follow God and his ways.”! The Old and New Testament 
provide examples of God working in in the lives of the biblical characters, and faith 
carried them through difficult times, including the faith of Joseph who did not understand 
what God was doing in his life until he had been thrown into a well, sold into slavery, 
thrown into prison, yet he became second in command throughout Egypt. Only after 
Joseph had risen to power did he realize what God had done in his life to prepare him for 
a position of power. There is story of Daniel, who prayed to God three times each day, 
and understood the power of the true and living God, prayed despite the threat of life 
ending consequences. And the three Hebrew boys, who by faith refused to worship a 
false image of God, because they had come to know the true and living God. 

These stories are significant because the characters were given truthful 
information—their decisions were not based on lies. In contrast, children of today are 
often wrestling with deceit and lies. These lies are usually initiated by their parents in 
order to persuade the child to perform some desire behavior. Patrick M. Elyse and 
Jessica Thompson wrote, 

Lie to your child to make him good: so much of what we’re advised to do 
as parents is so that our kids will feel good about themselves. This advice has 
roots in the self-esteem movement, which claimed that a child’s success in life is 


based on whether or not he feels that he is good. Although the modern self-esteem 
movement began in the 1950s and 1960s, this was no novel lie. It has been around 
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for thousands of years. It is the same deception that Eve believed in the 
beginning.” 


Kate Battistelli says, 


It becomes absolutely necessary for parents to understand the power and 
influence they have over their children particularly in word and deed. Parents 
should at ali cost be consciously aware of their actions in the presence of their 
kids; knowing that children internalize the thing they observe their parents doing 
and saying. The way we speak to our children impacts who they are. Children 
hear everything we say, and they take what we say as the absolute truth. Positive, 
encouraging words of affirmation lovingly spoken can set a firm foundation for a 
child and enable her to grow into a secure adult, unafraid to pursue her dreams 
and goals. Critical and harsh words damage the very core of who a child is. 
Toxic words can poison a person’s future and stunt her destiny. She grows up 
believing she is stupid, lazy, fat and so on. Ladybird Johnson said children are 
likely to live up to what you believe of them, and I would add, what you say 
about them, What are your words telling your child about your belief in her? Do 
you believe she can change the world then tell her!” 


In response, Elyse and Thompson say, 


In light of all this, what are we parents to do? If you believe the Bible, we 
are sure you realize that neither we nor our children are truly good. ‘Good gir!! 
Good job!’ “You are beautiful princess!” —that is unceasing refrain as parents 
seck to create their version of successful, good children. But when alt other 
parents in the play-ground spend the day telling little Rebekah how good she is, 
how are Christian parents to respond? Rather than telling Rebekah that she’s a 
good girl, we could say, ‘I noticed you shared your swing. Do you know what that 
reminds me of? How Christ shared his life with us. I’m so thankful for God’s 
working in your life that way. I know that neither of us would ever do anything 
kind if God wasn’t helping us. I’m so thankful.’ 

In case you’re wondering if the Bible gives an example of this kind of 
encouragement, here is Luke’s report of what happened when Barmabas saw the 
grace of God working in the people of Antioch: ‘They sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them to 
remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose’ (Acts 11:22-23). Barnabas saw 
God’s grace working in the lives of the people, so he exhorted them to remain 
faithful. We too can see God’s grace at work in our children and exhort them to 
remain faithful.” 
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> Kate Battistelli, Growing Great Kids, Partner with God to Cultivate His Purpose in Your 
Child's Life (Lake Mary, Florida: Chrisma House, 2012}, 24. 


* Elyse and Thompson, 42-43. 


5? 


Regardless of the circumstances, parents and guardians of children are called to 
provide insightful and sympathetic support in response to the needs of children. 


When in [the] midst of neglect and exploitation, some sentinel souls of 
insight, sympathy, and imagination, pleaded for the divine rights of children; how 
often and bitterly they were rebuked by the society in which they lived. Parts of 
the Christian church have their own ‘Dark Ages,’ during which, so far from 
bringing children to the arms of Jesus, and recognizing that God’s love 
encompassed them, they regarded such at least as were unbaptized to be fit 
candidates for infant damnation.” 


As parents, decisions often present challenges, especially when the decisions 
involve children; when parents, more than ever should rely on the heavenly Father before 
making life changing decisions about children. Parents, in times such as these should 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6). 
Trusting in the Lord requires the parent to remain open to the gifts God has bestowed 
upon the child; which may be unknown to the child as well to the parent. The child will 
need support, encouragement and guidance as the gift reveals itself. Patience is a must: 
the child may not understand the transformation. Fitzpatrick and Thompson, affirming 
the difficulty in parenting say, 

Yes, of course faithful parenting is hard work. That’s not what we’re 
concerned about. We’re concerned about parents who carry on their shoulders the 
entire burden for their kids’ salvation and lifelong happiness. We were never 
meant to carry the ultimate responsibility for anyone’s soul: neither our own nor 
our children’s. Only the good shepherd is strong enough to carry a soul—that’s 


his job, not ours. And although this kind of committed parenting appears godly, it 
is nothing less than works righteousness and idolatry.” 
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The hard work often requires the sharpening of additional skills—nurturing, 
listening, coach, referee, minster, counselor, advisor, accountant, and many more. 
Developing a meaningful relationship with the child often requires the parent to step out 
of his/her comfort zone. Parents may have to take the lead in reevaluating personal values 
and expectations: accepting and supportive the child’s music; making oneself available 
for events and activities when the opportunity when asked or desired by the child; 
develop meaningful and loving ways of bonding and sharing; and exploring ways to 
incorporate the advice and comments of the youth relating to rules and expectations. 

Clarence feels the foundation of those rules should be established early. History 
has shown that most preteens and teenagers may rehel initially unless basic rules are 
established early in life; mindful that what the child learns from birth through four or five 
years of age is what they practice. That practice should be rooted in God and religious 
education. Colleen Birchett says, 

Christian education must begin early. It must begin before four years of 
age. It can no longer start when people are old enough to go to Sunday School or 
to Training Union. It needs to start before birth. Christian educators must prepare 
parents to become parents.” 

Once children have been introduced to God and develop an acquaintance of God, 
it becomes necessary to maintain the faith that had been planted within. As reflected by 
Dr. Terry Thomas, faith is ignited by principles and beliefs that begin at conception and 
continue through grade school; and affirms that Christian faith is very important to one’s 


ability to endure and to stand.”* Parents are instrumental in those foundational teachings: 


27 Colleen Birchett, Biblical Strategies For A Community in Crisis; What African Americans Can 
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they are Christian Educators. Birchett writes, “Christian educators are now in the 
forefront of the battle. They must become the people who make the difference in turning 


the tide.” 


Historicat Foundation 

Throughout history, perhaps there is no great resource for the study of education 
than the book of Proverbs. The wise words of King Solomon were not intended strictly 
for the ears of Israel; they were destined far beyond his court to reach and shape the lives 
of children. The vehicle for the task of educating the precious little ones of God would 
fall on the shoulders of their godly parents. The Bible provides constant reminders of the 
role for parents to serve as leaders in education of children, including the words “Train a 
child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” (Proverbs 
22:6). Training up a child in the way he/she should go does not necessarily guarantee that 
he/she will always stick to the training of their upbringing. The parents of children are 
always hopeful their chiid will grow in faith; with knowledge of God 

James Fowler, in The Handbook of Spiritual Development in Childhood and 
Adolescence, offers a number of insights on children and their stages of growing in faith. 
First, he explains that: 

Faith may be characterized as an integral, centering process, underlining 

the formation of the beliefs, values, and meanings that: 

1. Give coherence and direction to persons’ lives; 

2. Link them in shared trusts and loyalties with others; 


3. Ground their personal stances an communal loyalties in a sense of 
relatedness to a larger frame of reference; and 
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4. Enable them to face and deal with the challenges of human life and death, 
relying on which has the quality of ultimacy [final or conclusive} in their 
lives. 

God, from the beginning, intended for each child to grow in education and in 
faith. The Savior, from the beginning, expected parents to perform their duties as loving 
and caring teachers, trainers and educators as the child travels through the various stages 
of faith. According to Fowler, a child experiences three stages of faith development: 

1. Primal Faith (infancy to age 2): In this stage, the attachment between the 
infant and the parent is a process with important implications for the childs’ 
future relationships. 

2. Intuitive-Projective Faith (Toddler and Early Childhood): This stage is 
characterized as times of monumental brain development, continuing a 
young girl’s or boy’s susceptibility to physical an emotional neglect and 
abuse. .. . Good nutrition is crucial in these physiological processes, and 
early educational stimulation is increasingly appreciated certain neutral 
pathways that might otherwise remain dormant or under stimulated. 

3. Mythic—Literal Faith (Middle Childhood and Beyond): During this stage the 
child is involved in the process of learning to recognize, interpret, and 
manage strong feelings and impulses. The child does not construct God in 
particularly personal terms, or attribute to God highly differentiated internal 


emotions and interpersonal sensitivities.*! 


*° James Fowler, “An Overview of Faith Development Theory.” In The Handbook of Spiritual 
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The omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient God assigned parents to fulfill 
perhaps the most significant and honored position of our earthly kingdom. 

Through the generations, the gifts and skills of parents were shared and released 
to their descendants and future parents. The early generations usually lived in the same 
communities and were ahle to offer support to one another. They learned and maintained 
some basic principles: 


As parents, we must also learn to lead by example. Children see and 
ahsorb everything they see and hear, and they come to their own conclusions very 
quickly, Children hate weakness and inconsistency in parents. Be sure to follow 
your own rules. We have to learn to walk the walk and talk tbe talk, if they are 
going to look up to us and respect us enough to be compliant and obedient to our 
requests and instructions. It is our duty to teach them respect, compassion, 
kindness, understanding, confidence, consideration for others, tolerance, 
acceptance, etc. Some of us just have to cast our minds back to our childhood 
years to realize that one is sometimes exposed to bad examples right in one’s own 
home: cruelty, substance abuse, lack of consideration, violence, and so on.” 2 


Knowing God and His truths begins with the child’s understanding of sin and his 
need for a savior. Even very young children understand that they are not perfect and can 
grasp at an early age the need for forgiveness. Loving parents model a loving God who 
not only forgives, but provides the perfect sacrifice for sin in Jesus Christ. 


We must not imagine that these words are to be understood in an absolute 
sense, as if no child that had been trained up in the way wherein he should had 
ever departed from it. Matter of fact by no means agrees with this: So far from it, 
that it has been a common observation, ‘some of the best parents have the worst 
children.’ It is true, this might sometimes be the case, because good men have not 
always a good understanding; and, without this, it is hardly to be expected that 
they will know how to train up their children. Besides, those who are in other 
respects good men have often too much easiness of temper; so that they go no 
farther m restraining their children from evil, than an old Eli did, when he said 
gently, “Nay, my sons, the report I hear of you is not good.’ This, then, is no 
contradiction to the assertion; for their children are not ‘trained up in the way 
wherein they should go.’ But it must be acknowledged, some have been trained 


? Children of the Earth, Pagan Parenting the Southern way, Prepared for and on behalf of 
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therein with all possible care and diligence; and yet before they were old, yea, in 
the strength of their years, they did utterly depart from it.** 


The education of children was affirmed as God established and gave 
Moses the rules and teachings in the Ten Commandments recorded in the book of 


Exodus. 


Whiie pagan parents rely on past experience from family members for 
parenting skills and assistance, Jewish parents rely heavily on the Jewish tradition 
and the Torah. As it is with other human relationships, Jewish parents and their 
children (both adult and minor) are, in traditional Judaism, bound to each other by 
a sees of commanded responsibilities and sacred practices. Most societies 
emphasize reference for parents; post—biblical Judaism appears to have gone 
further than its contemporaries in mandating that parents provide for their 
children with very specific preparations for the future. Furthermore, Judaism sees 
parents and offspring as bound to each other not only for or humanistic reasons, 
but also as a way of honoring God. The Torah includes numerous mitzvoth (part 
of Ten Commandments) regarding parent—child interaction. Fathers must 
circumcise sons on their eight day of life (Genesis 17:10-14). Parents may not 
sacrifice their children, neither to a foreign deity (Leviticus 20:1) nor to God. 
Incest is strictly forbidden (Leviticus 18:6-7). Parents are responsible for 
educating their children (Deuteronomy 11:19). First—born sons must be 
redeemed from the priesthood (Exodus 13:2, 13). Insults to parents are subject to 
grave punishment (Leviticus 20:9). 


As Christianity grew and took many forms in early America, the values and 


teachings of the Ten Commandments remained at the root of parenting and education. 


Education in The Early American Church 
John Wesley gave birth to Methodism based on the teachings and education he 
received from his family, specifically from his mother. Wesley believed educating the 


child shouid begin at birth. According to John Wesley, 
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You should particularly endeavor to instruct your children, early, plainly, 
frequently, and patiently. Instruct them early, from the first hour that you perceive 
reason begins to dawn. Truth may then begin to shine upon the mind far earlier 
than we are apt ta suppose. And whoever watches the first openings of the 
understanding, may, by little and little, supply fit matter for it to work upon, and 
may turn the eye of the son, toward good things, as well as bad or trifling ones. 
Whenever a child begins to speak, you may be assured reason begins to work. I 
know no cause why a parent should not just then begin to speak of these things, 
the things of God. And from that time no opportunity should be lost, of instilling 
all truths as they are capable of receiving.’ 


In 1739, before his first society was formed, Mr. Wesley, in conjunction 
with Mr. Whitefield, had commenced a school for the children of the peor.*® 


One family, the Colliers [cold miners] of Kingswood had no church, no 
Sabbath, no gospel. They were the most corrupt, degraded, blasphemous class to be 
found in England. [They were described] as ‘lawless, brutal and worse than 
heathen.’ They seemed to have been forsaken of God and man. This was a fit place 
to test the power of the ‘gospel of the grace of God.’ The intrepid Whitefield was the 
first to break the ice. ‘Pulpits are denied,” he says, ‘and the poor Colliers are ready to 
perish.” 


Additionally, he encouraged the opening of schools connected with his 
earliest churches, and the school at Kingswood was founded for the education of the 
children of the poor Colliers who was brought to the knowledge of God under his 
administration.”* 


From the view of the Methodist, ‘It is a fact of peculiar interest to 
the advocates of ministerial education among Methodist, that as early as 
this “1858”, the first conference of the denomination, their views were 
asserted by their great founder, and apparently without a dissent from his 
associates. It was formally asked, ‘can we have a seminary for laborers’ 
Methodism was not yet sufficiently mature, especially in its finances, for 
the important design; the answer was therefore, ‘If God spare us till 
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another conference.’ Accordingly, at the next session it was asked, can we 
have a seminary for labors yet? Not till God gives us a proper tutor was 
the reply.”°? 


In the book, We Have This Ministry, Samuel D. Proctor and Gardner C. Taylor 
discuss the subject on how the nation can get out of its educational dilemma. At that time, 
there was a fear of the loss of power. Clarence has similar fears, including the fear that 
the country is receding in strides for education because there are individuals occupying 
places of power who are afraid that blacks will eventually take their places in the power. 
Clarence feels there was a time when the rich and poor went to school together. However, 
things changed, and the privileged decided they do not want their children sitting in the 


same Classrooms with those who are less fortunate. Proctor says, 


No significant changes can occur at the bottom of our society without 
positive impact from public education. Good pastors will stay close to the school 
issues. America has made giant strides toward a living democracy because of a 
literate, educated populace. When this country opened its borders to the waves of 
migrations from Italy, Ireland, Germany, and Eastern Europe, the key to national 
solidarity and democratic participation was the public school. It was the great 
equalizer: the son of the factory owner went to school with the son of the 
ditchdigger. Private schools had small enrollments, and most persons attended 
public schools.” 


The founders of the A.M.E. Church were originally an unleamed group of 
men who were led by the spirit of God in the founding of a denomination that 


continues to flourish. Daniel Payne writes, 


In 1818 there was found no one in the Baltimore Annual Conference to act 
as secretary; therefore the youthful son of Bishop Alien, a lad of fourteen years, 
was constituted secretary. This circumstance is a proof of the stateinent that the 
ministry of the A.M.E. Church was, at the beginning of its career, and unlearned 
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body; and also of the fact that Daniel Coker, the most intelligent, was made so 
through the sympathy of his master’s stubborn son not by regular course of 
instruction, but by a bit now and then, going and retuming from school.*! 


English Methodism, under John and Calvin Wesley, began its career with 
founding a school of learning for the sons of its preachers, and one for the children of 
poor Colliers (1739-48).”” Subsequently, other institutions for higher education were 
originated. Likewise, American Methodist commenced its career with planning and 
executing on behalf of education. 


Not so, with African Methodism in America. However, Allen and his 
coadjutor (assistant) were illiterate men. They founded no institution of learning, 
and there is no trace of a thought in their minds about a school of learning. The 
reason of this difference between the beginning of English Methodism, American 
Methodism and African Methodism in the United States is seen in the fact that the 
founding of schools of learning is a result of education. It does not proceed, but it 
follows in the wake of education. What is not in a man cannot be drawn out of 
him. 

... at this point the opponents of an educated ministry became alarmed, 
and resolved, if possible, to prevent its adaptation by the general conference of 
1844, so that the fire was kindled; but the epistles on the education of ministry (of 
which there were five), written between June, 1843, and May, 1844, inflamed it, 
and threatened to consume the leader of the educational Movement.“4 


Methodism and African Methodism were met with resistance before either 
could establish education within their denomination. However, education played a major 
role in the contrast there is a sharp contrast of Methodism and African Methodism. The 


founder of Methodism pursed education based on the foundational teachings and 
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resources of his parents. Whereas the founders of African Methodism desired education, 
they faced the hardships of the lack of education and resources. 

In order to grow out of conditions of hardships, Clarence sees the benefits of the 
family; the concerns of those willing to plant the seed of success “by example,” knowing 
that the desired result could take two or three generations to produce; and knowing that 
the possibility exists that one may not ever see the end result of an educated, successful 
family tradition. This seed makes success possible for future generations. 

The church has provided the seed and opportunities for many blacks to advance 
and succeed society. Whitney Huston, who began in the church, rose to fame as super 
star in movies and singing secular music after being “discovered by Arista records 
President Clive Davis.”*° 

Aretha Franklin, known as the “Queen of Soul” and the daughter of a prominent 
Baptist minister, was educated in New Bethel Baptist Church in Detroit, Michigan. Her 
education included growing in Christ through Bible study, learning the importance of 
prayer, and singing in the choir. By the age of twelve she was a featured soloist; and by 
age 14 she had started her recording career with the album “The Gospel Sound of 
Aretha Franklin”, released on checker label in 1956.*° Her education, through the church 
gave her opportunities to develop her talents through gospel music, which impacted the 
world. There were many others like Aretha: 

Sam Cook, (1931-1964)... grew up in the home of a holiness Baptist 
pastor, and began his music career as a small boy singing m the choir. By age 
nine, he joined one of his brothers and two sisters to form the Singing Children. 


He was haptized at age 11 at his father’s Christ Temple Church in Bronzeville, 
Illinois. His father began traveling as an evangelist soon thereafter, and the 


** http/Avhimey-huston.com/personal/bio/01.htm (accessed March 18, 2013). 
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Singing Children accompanied him. In high school, Sam sang with a group 
called Highway QC’s. By 1951, at age 20, Sam joined the professional gospel 
quartet the Soul Stirrers, a group that was extremely popular but did not have a 
good moral testimony. “During the late 1940s, quartets had become 
exceptionally popular and moral laxity had had subsequently infected the 
circuit—even to the extent of female groupies following the male groups around 
for casual affairs’ (Viv Broughton, Black Gospel).... He toured the country for 
six years with the Soul Stirrers, ‘shapmg up a sort of holy heart throb, milking 
more than just spiritual fervor from his audiences’ (Stairway to Heaven p.79). 
Historian Tony Heilbut called Cook ‘the greatest sex symbol in gospel history.’ 
By 1957, Cook determined to entertain the world with rhythm and blues, and he 
was immediately rewarded with hit ‘You send Me.’ He had hit after hit. The one 
in 1962 was ‘Twisting the Night Away.’ He formed his own record label and 
invested in a beer company called Cook’s Beer.”” 


Whereas music offered wealth and fame, many church leaders emphasized other 
methods of using their education. 


Henry Ossawa Tanner, was born in 1859 in Pittsburg into a middle class 
family. At the age of 13, after observing an artist at work at a neighborhood park, 
Tanner decided to become an artist. Tanner’s father, a bishop of the African 
Methodist Church, discouraged his artistic pursuits, hoping that he would instead 
enter the ministry. At the age of 21, Tanner enrolled in the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Fine Arts, There his interest tumed to landscapes. His teacher, 
Thomas Eakins, a noted genre painter, encouraged him to paint scenes from 
everyday life. In 1893, Tanner painted ‘The Banjo Lesson,” a realistic study of 
African American life. By portraying an elder teaching a boy how to play the 
banjo, Tanner showed a positive and dignified image of African Americans. In 
1895, believing he could not fulfill his artistic aspirations in America, Tanner 
settled in Paris. There he focused on religious paintings, winning niuch critical 
acclaim for ‘Daniel in the Lion’s Den and The Resurrection of Lazarus.’“* 


Clarence notes that black students perform much better when affiliated with a 
church. He has seen how the church assists children in developing social skills as wel] 
as improving their success rates. A series of studies in Howard University’s Journal of 
Negro Education (JNE) have reported how church involvement increases educational 


success in inner-cities, 
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In the article ‘Faith in the Inner City: The Urban Black Church and 
Student’s Educational Outcomes,’ Dr. Brian Barrett, an education professor at the 
State University of New York at Cortland, describes the unique contribution black 
churches play in cultivating successful students in the inner-cities. He observed 
that ‘religious socialization reinforces attitudes, outlooks, behaviors, and practices 
... particularly through individuals commitment to and adoption of the goals and 
expectations of the group’ that are conductive to ‘positive educational outcomes.” 
In fact, back in 2009 Barrett reported that for black inner-city youth who reported 
attending religious services often, the black/white achievement gap ‘was 
eliminated.”” 


Although Clarence serves as a personal witness to the benefits of an education, he 
gives testimony of others who have tumed to education to rise above poverty and despair. 
He tells the story of Betty L. Johnson who died Thursday, May 17, 2012. She lived to be 
ninety-—five years of age. An entrepreneur since 1977, she became owner and 
administrator of the Beachland Nursing Home in Prospect, Kentucky. Mrs. Johnson had 
served as the executive Director of the James S. Taylor Memorial Home since 1982. 


A graduate of Central High School, Mrs. Johnson retured to her alma 
mater as a French and English teacher in 1938. She earned an A. B. with 
distinction From Degree with Distinction from Louisville Municipal College (a 
division of the University of Louisville) and was the only student to earn a 4.0 at 
the school. She also received her M.A. degree from Indiana University at 
Bloommgton and completed 48 hours of post graduate work at the University of 
Kentucky, Kentucky State University, and University of Louisiana. Her education 
career spanned 27 years at the Historically Black Central High School, elevated 
from the position of teacher to guidance counselor to assistant principal. She also 
worked in school administration for the Jefferson County Public Schools.” 


Clarence feels his personal story is evidence that children who are brought up in 
church are less likely to become involved in crime, and will have greater respect for 
others. He story also provides testimony how the lack of education can lead to 


consequences of serous hardships. He recognizes the challenge of persuading others; 
* Inner —city education faits without the church, 
www.action/pub/commentary/201 1 /06/08/inner-city-education-fails-without-church. 
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single parents, the unchurched, pregnant teens, and gang members, to tum from the 
streets and to turn to God. To the church for education. 

According to Andrew Hacker, greater education is needed in conveying the depth 
of the problem. He says, 

Black Americans make up 13.1 percent of persons in the age group most 
likely to be incarcerated. In virtually all spheres—offenders, victims, prisoners, 
and arrests by the police—the rates for blacks are greatly out of proportion to their 
share of the population. Thus black men and women account for 41.3 percent of 
individuals awaiting trial in local jails or serving terms there. They also constitute 
46.3 percent of the inmates in state and federal prisons and 42.7 percent of all 
persons under a sentence of death.*! 

He further states, “In 2000, according to a study by the Justice Policy Blacks in 
America, births out- of- wedlock 63.7% while the poverty rate among the races white 
8.8%, blacks 31.9% and multiple ethnicity groups is 3.63%; [compared to] the arrest rate 
of blacks for robbery in America is 61.2%." 

While Hacker attributes these adverse percentages to race, Clarence disagrees and 
believes that the consequences of the above actions are a lack of education on the part of 
all races, not just blacks, although blacks have a greater degree of obstacles to overcome 
due to generations of illiteracy and discrimination. 

W.E.B. Dubois, in his book, The Soul of Black Folks, writes: 

The education of black minds is essential to the survival of human life. 
However, the writer believes that the education of all illiterate individuals is 
paramount. Again, we may decry the color-prejudice of the south, yet it remains 
a heavy fact. Such curious kinks of the human mind exist and must be reckoned 
with soberly. They cannot be laughed away, nor always successfully stormed at, 


nor easily abolished by acts of legislature, yet they must not be encouraged by 
being left alone. They must be recognized as facts, but unpleasant facts; things 


*! Andrew Hacker, Two Nations: Black And White, Separate, Hostile, Unequal (New York, 
NY: Simon & Schuster, 2003), 210, 
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that stand in the way of civilization, religion and common decency. They can be 
met in only but one way, the breadth and broadening of human reason, by 
catholicity (broad-minded) of taste and culture. Even so, the native ambition and 
aspiration of men, even though they be black, backward, and ungraceful, must 
not lightly be dealt with. To stimulate wildly weak and untrained minds is to 
play with mighty fires; to flout their striving idly is to welcome a harvest of 
brutish crime and shameless lethargy in our very laps. The guiding of thought 
and the deft coordination of deed is at once the path of honor and humanity 


Crimes of any nature are not exclusive to black people, but inclusive of all races, 
cultures and ethnic groups. However, evidence continues to show that violent crimes of 
robbery, burglary and murder are present more in communities where black people live. 
They are often community of little or inadequate education. Clarence believes a young 
uneducated mind will become an educated master criminal tomorrow. He believes 
victims remain in slavery today due to a lack of education, which has extended over 
generations of illiteracy. This has contributed the lack of interest in education, compared 
to the desire for instant gratification through a hustle (quick money}. Samuel Proctor 


says, 


The crisis is upon us. On the night of August 30, 1994, a young black 
bandit broke into the home of Rosa Parks on Detroit’s west side, cuffed her 
around, and threatened to kill the 80-year-old civil nights heroine, badly bruised 
and semiconscious. He had brought to that moment the whole package of poor 
rearing, poor education, and poor jobs. Added to that impoverishment were a poor 
self-image and an inadequate response to his plight.** 


Studies show that individuals who complete some level of higher education 
commit less violent crimes than those who have not completed high school. The reasons 
given for the disparity include being unable to secure employment; to support drug 
habits; and as a way to feel in control. 


* W.E.B. Du Bois, Eugene F. Provenza, ed. The soul of Black Folks (Boulder, CO: Paradigm 
Publishers, 2005), 133. 
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A 1991 study in New York showed that inmates who earned a high school 
diploma while in prison were half as likely to return to jail or prison compared 
with those who did not earn the same diploma (based on inmates who did not 
have the diploma at the time they entered the facility). A 1997 study in Ohio 
showed that while the overall recidivism rate in Ohio was 40%, the rate for 
inmates enrolled in college programs was only 18%. In addition, the Ohio 
statistics showed that inmates graduating from the college program reduced the 
rate of recidivism by 72% when compared with inmates not participating in any 
education program. In Canada, a 1997 study showed that inmates who completed 
at least two college courses had 50% lower recidivism rates than the norm. Even 
if educational and vocational programs were standard in all prisons across 
America and freely available to those who wished to participate, there would still 
be a roadblock toward the eventual success of an inmate in one of those programs, 
and that is the fact that nearly half of the adults incarcerated in state and federal 
prisons can neither read nor write, and they have less than a 8th grade education. 
Getting beyond the basics is a hurdle that goes unchallenged more often than not, 
and remedial education for the majority shouid be a baseline "norm" rather than 
college level classes for a select few. 


Andrew Hacker writes, 


Interestingly, we never hear allusions to ‘white crime’ as if there were no 
offenses characteristic of the nation’s major race. Of course, a great deal is said 
about “white-collar crime,’ but with apparel rather than pigmentation. Yet the fact 
remains that ‘white-collar’ law-breaking is usually perpetrated by white people, 

ranging from the iniddle class to the very rich. While most people agree that 
these can be serious felonies, reactions to them are more subdued, It is almost as 
if they are not regarded as ‘teal’ crimes, perhaps, because committing them calls 
for brains rather than brawn. We certainly know that virtually all the individuals 
who looted billions of dollars from companies like Enron, WorldCom, and Tyco 
were white. So are almost all the corporate executives who fix prices illegally or 
pad costs on government contracts. The same is true of financiers who lure 
citizens into bogus investments. The internal Revenue Service estimates that 
persons who conceal income and otherwise evade taxes cost the rest of us at least 
$150 billion each year, and it seems clear that most of those in a position to do so 
are white.°° 


*° Sarasca.hubpages.com/hub/Recidivism-in-Education-vs-Uneducated-inmated-Post-Release. 
(accessed September 9, 2012). 
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Sam Proctor says, “One of the stickiest and thorniest problems yet to challenge 
our country——how to penetrate the ghetto walls and engage the minds of our desperate 
youth.”>” 

Colleen Birchett, in response to the crisis, responds with questions and answers: 


How can the church help? What is the situation with our youth, 
particularly in the black community? The situation is that many of our youth are 
in trouble. They are in trouble because of 1) poor preparation at home, 2) 
inadequate education at school, 3) negative peer pressure in the community and 4) 
a lack of positive impact by the church. As a result of these liabilities, we have 
high rates of abuse at home, high dropout rates at school, crime, gang wars, and 
substance abuse in our streets, low youth attendance and participation in our 
churches, and an 80% Black male population in our prisons.”® 


Whereas the lack of education may be considered for harm, education has proven 
to be medicine for good. 


This article in the New York Times reported several] findings over the last 
few years suggesting that the single most important statistical predictor (and, 
more controversially, causal factor) of longevity across the globe is education. 
One study at Columbia Umversity used historical records from the United States 
to track the effect of increases in the number of compulsory years of schooling in 
different States through time: on average, an additional year in school was 
equivalent to an additional 18 months of life span. Not bad, even if you have to 
endure a bit niore calculus and English Lit. Education is statistically more 
important than any other single factor, including—rather surprising] y—race and 
socio-economic status, and the results have been confirmed in several other 
countries around the planet. The most intriguing suggestion made so far to explain 
the effect is that it has to do with people's ability to forgo immediate pleasure for 
future gain, rather than with simple knowledge of health matters. For example, in 
the United States pretty much everyone, regardless of race and wealth, is by now 
aware that smoking has deleterious health effects, and yet the rate of smoking is 
much higher among low-income people. It is certainly intriguing that at least one 
federally funded research study showed that among iniddle-aged people, less 
education is in fact directly related to difficulty in thinking ahead. So, Aristotle 
was right, after all: it is the educated person who is most capable of steering her 
behavior toward the golden mean (away from excesses) and to overcome 
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humanity's inherent problem of akrasia (weakness of the will). Rather than 
‘seizing the day,’ it is much healthier to think ahead and go to the gym.*” 


In this additional insight, 


Education is foundational in determining a child’s quality of life. 
But it isn’t just the child’s education that matters. Uneducated adults have 
a hard time finding jobs, and without jobs they can’t feed their children. 
And when adults can’t feed their children they become vulnerable to abuse 
and neglect, child labor, trafficking and homelessness. Many children end 
up living in an institution where they receive two meals and a bed, but 
have little hope for their future. Some end up alone or on the streets. One 
of Buckner’s biggest goals is to preserve families and reduce the number 
of children living without parents, in institutions or on the streets. We 
believe that by educating children and their parents, we can keep families 
united and improve opportunities for living a healthy, happy purposeful 
life. Today’s children are tomorrow’s leaders.” 


Colleen Birchett writes, 


Preparing the next generation of African—American leaders whether 
religious, political, or corporate requires the selection of good role models, to 
include both parents and church leaders alike, to be examples characterized by 
Christian ethics and moral conduct that will lead to good replication by the young 
people who observe their actions. “Young people are one of our most important 
resources. They represent both our past and future. They come to us as gifts from 
God, innocent and unspoiled. We make them what they become, and can rejoice 
in or lament over our handiwork“*! They have potential for both good and evil. 
They can become Hitler’s or Gandhi’s, Jezebels or Florence Nightingales, 
Delilah’s or Mary Bethune’s, Al Capone’s or Martin Luther Kings. To a great 
extent, what they become depends on what we are and what we do to them, for 
them and with them.*? 


Sam Proctor says, 
We reproduce our kind, and after two or three generations we almost 


have an underclass,” a religious congregation, a home church, plays an 
important role in children’s lives. While it cannot replace the love and support 
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children receive from their families, religious congregations can act as an 

extended family, helping children find the faith and hope to remain strong and 

find their way. 

In Genesis 4:8 “Cain said to his brother Abel, ‘Let's go out to the field.” And 
while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.” Cain and 
Abel were the first humans bom to Adam and Eve after God put them out of the Garden 
of Eden. Back then, there were two choices for a career, growing and harvesting; raising 
animals and bunting. When the day came to make an offering to God, Abel brought some 
of the very finest from his flocks, while Cain deliberately brought a small offering from 
his crops. God accepted Abel's offering with favor, but He rejected Cain's offering. Abel 
was cooperative and generous; Cain was selfish and miserly. Cain allowed his jealousy to 
tum to anger, and then his anger to hate. Instead of doing better next time, he chose to 
take his anger out on Abel. He committed the premeditated murder of his own righteous 
brother. 

Even though the church is not a perfect place, there are plenty of opportunities for 
the church and the community to work together for the sake of reaching a meaningful 
resolution. Through the efforts members, associates, including the pastor and officers, the 
lives of youth and families can make a positive change to achieve a divine purpose. 
Though acts of love, church leaders and members can unite with each other, as weil as the 
community, and present themselves as role models for young people who are looking for a 
standard to help determine their direction. 

Clarence believes education is a primary solution to the ills that face the church, 


and every community. In views are expressed through the words of Proctor who says, 
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“Intense work need to be done on education the poor dysfunction families, both biack 
and white, that produce teenage mothers. The causes of all these problems are related to 


ignorance and poverty, not skin color.”™ 


Theological Foundation 

This section will provide a theological perspective on the belief that education can 
help underprivileged individuals, including families, develop and grow in faith, and take 
their rightful place in the service of God. It will focus on theological beliefs as presented 
in writings that include A handbook of Contemporary Theology, tracing Trends & 
Discerning Directions in today’s Theological Landscape, by David L. Smith. The 
teachings of living our living in “postmodern world” leads some to believe and accept 
teachings that “what is true for one group of individuals is not necessary true for another 
group.” This may also lead to the belief that the Bible is not “inerrant” which means “not 
true.” 
The inerrancy of the Bible 

If the Bible is not inerrant, the believer’s trust in the Bible is ali in vain; the faith 
is all in vain. In cases where there appears to be conflicting passages in the Bible, this 
occurs because the passages were written at different times and by different individuals. 
They were all anointed and working under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Life 
circumstances often dictate our understanding of our theology. Sometimes unseen forces 
inflict situations upon lives that may cause one to regret actions not previously 


considered. Subsequently, the actions of others can also cause individuals to become 
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courageous in their acts of improving their mental and physical conditions as well as, 
believing in a future that is promising and career oriented. 
Millard J. Erickson, in the book, Christian Theology says, 

As creator and source of all truth, God has the right to command belief 
and obedience from all human beings. Although in some cases God exercises 
authority directly, He normally uses other means. One way he accomplishes this 
is through other human beings. God communicates his message to human beings. 
He has the right to command human action and speech. When appropriately 
interpreted, this occurs through the Bible. Some persons have attempted to 
separate the illuminating work of the Holy Spirit and the objective content of 
Scripture. Rightly understood, the Holy Spirit illuminates, convicts, and applies 
the teaching of the Bible to both human understanding and the heart. All scripture 
is historically authoritative, that is it tells us correctly what God expected or 
required from specific persons at particular times and places. Some of Scripture is 
also nonnatively authoritative. That means that those parts of Scripture are to be 
applied and obeyed in the same fashion in which they were originally given.°° 
Sometimes situations in life can appear to be a death sentence; however, one’s 

faith and the power of God can transform what appears certain demise into a testimony of 
God’s miraculous power; not just in the lives of believers, but also in the actions of the 
enemy. Thus, the belief or one’s faith of a risen Savior is constantly tested by 
circumstances. Therefore, it is necessary to imitate Paul and Silas and press on in the 
name of Jesus. On the other hand, with children, the home is supposed to be a sanctuary; 
a safe haven where they come for shelter and protection from a mean world. Most 
importantly, this is where they are to receive encouragement and plan for the future. This 
is where the seed of success is supposed to be planted. Regardless of the events, parents 
of these children must understand that is God is near, even standing at their side when 


negative actions are occurring; all they have to do is call on Him, establish a relationship 


with Him, and trust in Him. Parents also expected to teach their children to trust in Him; 
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teach them how to pray, and to pray often. Subsequently, teaching them to “trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto your own understanding. In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your path.” (Prov. 3:5-6). Believing and trusting in 
the word of God is perhaps explained best by Erickson as accomplishing the purpose of 
God, He says, “Inerrancy of purpose holds that the Bible in errantly accomplishes its 
purpose. The purpose of the Biblical revelation is to bring people into personal fellowship 
with Christ.” 

God desires and demands the faithfulness of every person and family; it is a 
requirement to maintain a relationship with Him and to serve Him. There is not 
compromise [compromise]. Robert McAfee Brown, in his book, Liberation Theology 
gives this summary: 

The key word is compromiso.(compromise) This is a much misunderstood 
word in North America because it looks so much like our word compromise, 
suggesting adjustments and ‘deals’ to avoid confrontations, But its meaning in 
Spanish is just the opposite. Compromiso means commitment taking a stand, 
being so clear about what is really important that thought and action cannot be 
separated.™ 

For the people of faith, believers and followers of God, Father of the Risen 
Savior, there is no compromise. The Bible says, “When your days are over and you rest 
with your fathers, I wiil raise up your offspring to succeed you. Who will come from your 
own body, and I will establish his kingdom.” (2 Samuel 7:12). Brown says, 

A good test of Compromiso is the degree of concern it generates for 
children. One of the underground groups in Chile had, as its vision of the future, 


the slogan, Y los unicos Privilegiados Seran los ninos, ‘and the only privileged 
ones will be the children. ...the content of comprimso almost always has concern 
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for chiidren at its center.’ It will take time to produce change. If we do not enjoy 
its results in our lifetime, let them at least be available for our children.’©” 


The inerrant word of God mandates how parents should live, which includes 


teaching children how to live and how to develop and maintain a profound relationship 


with the God of heaven. The thought of not believing the Bible can be compared to not 


seeing a massive ship right before, as provided in an analogy by Cooper, 


If you are standing at the top of a high sand dune on the ocean shore, you 
may see a ship on the horizon, If, at the same moment, someone is standing at the 
bottom of the dune, right on the shoreline, that person will not see the ship at all; It 
will be ‘over the horizon’ and therefore out of sight. The truth is obvious when we 
are dealing with consequences of the curvature ‘curved’ of the earth’s surface: 
where we stand determines what we see. It is obvious, but equally true, when we 
are dealing with ideology rather than geography, with the convictions people hold 
about the world and themselves: where people stand determines not only what they 
see but, even more importantly, what they we want.”” 


God gave each of us the “freedom of choice”, which means all us can 


decide whether or not to stand on top of the sand dune and see the beauty of the 


horizon and dream big dreams about a better life. The inerrant word of God helps 


us make the right choice. Children have “freedom of choice,” however they need 


the guidance, training, and wisdom from parents and responsible adults to help 


them make the right decisions. In Proverbs 29:18, God says “where there is no 


vision, the people perish.” Cooper inakes this observation regarding that sacred 


text: 


It is simply a descriptive reality... . It is clear that total 
commitment to the kingdom of God and provisional commitment to utopia 
‘visionary’ models can inspire people to challenge the way things are. As 
long as they are not confused with one another, they can provide a ‘vision’ 
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for the future—a theme often derided by our national political leaders, but 
essential for oppressed people.”! 


According to Elmer L. Towns, Baby Boomers no longer want to adhere to 
theological doctrine because they have other interest that they deem more relevant 
to their circumstance today. Elmer L. Towns, in the book, Theology Today, says: 


They teli me theology is ‘out’ because Baby Boomers did not want 
doctrine or theoretical teaching in the church. They want practical topics that will 
help them live for Christ. As a result, doctrine has taken a back seat in lay Bibie 
study groups to such topics as How to Parent’ or ‘How to Manage Money’ or 
‘How to Overcome Depression.’ Even our seminaries are decreasing the required 
hours in theology, replacing doctrine in the curriculum with courses in 
counseling, strategies in leadership, and staff management. While these are all 
good and necessary Remember that theology is the foundation for our belief. 
Sadly, many treat theology as something that is boring or irrelevant, but theology 
is at the core of allowing God and His plan into our lives. The Bible was not 
written as a theology book. At times it reads like a newspaper, or like the words of 
a song, or at other times like a message in a letter. The Bible is God’s message 
communicated to everyday people as only God would do it; i.e. accurately, 
consistently, and with authority. Because God is God, we can trust the Bible. 


Cries for Liberation 
John H. Harris, in the book, Preaching Liberation wrote, 


Many are the human souls in this world with the capacity for the 
expression of the abundant life, if only the stone of remorse could be 
rolled away from the doorway of their hearts. Others there whose lives 
would be gems of abiding influence if the stone of conceit could be rolled 
away. Whole communities could be electrified, changed, transformed if 
stones of shallowness, indifference, indolence, could be rolled back, so 
that the entombed life might come forth with glorified power and 
revolutionize the social order. . . . This rolling back of human repression is 
absolutely essential to the peace and happiness of the world.” 


7 Thid., 49. 
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The writing of Harris applies to countless members of society who are lacking in 
the knowledge. They have continued the plight of prior generations—fallen into the 
undesirable trenches of life. Those trenches include a revolving door of teen pregnancy, 
involvement in gang activity, drugs, prostitution, incarceration, the lack of education, acts 
of violence and early deaths to other and self. The liberation they seek is readily by 
studying the word of God. Harris says, 

There are many reasons to study God, but perhaps we should start with the 
command, ‘be still and know that I am God.’ There is no greater reason to study 

God than the fact that God invites us to know Him. But there are others, such as 

the fact that there can only be one God and we have an inner desire to know all 

things, including God. Also, since we are made in the image of God, we should 

understand Him in order to better know ourselves.” 

The willingness and the desire to know God involves the willingness and 
the desire to change personal behavior, which is the first step to liberation. The 
change, the transformation—the liberations is not restricted to self: liberation is 
involves the concept of “paying forward.” Future generations will be liberated 
from the perils of illiteracy, lack of education, and mis-education. The bondage, 
however, is so entrenched, patience and time are needed for both victim and 
teacher. The results of liberation are expressed by Dennis Dickerson, 
This becomes a new creation. ‘The new creation and practical 

divinity became the essential elements of Wesleyan theology most 

relevant to A.M.E. Church development. One Wesleyan scholar, Randy L. 

Maddox, anchors the notion of ‘the new creation’ in concept of 

‘responsible grace’ in which humankind participates in their renewal and 

restoration in accepting God’s grace and allowing God’s ‘salvific 

assistance’ to enter our lives. Through this process people experience the 

“new birth’ and become new creatures who are renewed and restored to 

conform to the image of God and become what God intended for 


humanity, Peopie are also placed in right relationship with God and work 
to perfect creation, with divine assistance, until Jesus Christ returns to 


™ Thid., 95. 
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bring this effort to fruition. With respect to ‘practical divinity,’ Wesleyan 
theologian, Thomas Langford, argues that John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, ‘turned theological reflection to practical service.’ The faith 
was ‘to be preached, sung, and lived.’ Wesley, Langford says, gave equal 
weight between preaching ‘traditional theology’ and attention to the 
context of this message to potential hearers. Because he advanced a 
‘holistic’ theology, he eschewed any separation between theological 
discourse and the lived experience of believers. Hence, the lived religion 
of believers should be found within the faith affirmation of their humanity 
and permission to realize this objective in their temporal existence.” 


Liberation does remove the past. James Cone affirms, 

A person without a past is a person without an identity. And the absence 
of an identity is very serious, because without self-knowledge others can make 
you become what they desire. When that insight was revealed to me, J also 
realized why whites omitted black people’s contributions to humankind in their 
writings and teachings and in both secular and religious subjects.” 

The embracing of liberation is accepting the power to release the chains that made 
bondage possible. It is everything, every symbol of bondage: anger, your suffering, the 
unwillingness to know God, and your attachment to old ways of being. Liberation is 
taking a giant leap and reieasing the burdens of the past. Froin this day forward, you will 
discard all the waste that hinders your relationship with Christ. Your life will expand to 
include the words and wisdom of your ancestors, who believed and trusted in God, even 
though they did not have book knowledge. Cone says, “Black people have always 
assumed that one needed more than “book knowledge” in order to know and to do God’s 
will. In black religion, knowledge of right and wrong was derived froin people’s 


encounter with and conversion by the Holy Spirit.””’ 





* Dennis C. Dickerson, Editor-Publisher, The 4.M.E. Church Review (Nashville, TN: Dennis C. 
Dickerson Publisher, October-December 2008), 31-32 


© Cone, 28. 


” Cone, My Soul Looks Back (Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1995), 25. 
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There is critical need for black urban church to reach out to the young and old are 
lingering in bondage. Perhaps they are descendants of slaves, mistreated and abused 
members of society, broken homes, “no” homes, a culture of drugs, crime—the unwanted. 
Regardless of their past, present and circumstances, they have stories to tell. The church, 
as part of its mission to liberate through education, must remain alert and open to their 
stories. James Cone often shared his stories, including this story: 


In this book, I am not writing simply a personal account of my religious 
faith, though that is partly involved. I am writing about my parents, Lucy and 
Charlie Cone, and other black people in Bearden and elsewhere who gave me 
what it takes to deal with life’s contradictions and negations. For it was they who 
introduced me to the man called Jesus, the One whom they said could ‘lift your 
feet out of the muck and miry clay and place them on the solid rock of salvation.’ 
They sometimes called that ‘wheel in the middle of the wheel,’ the ‘Rose of 
Sharon and the Lord of life.” He was their ‘ever present help in time of trouble.’”® 


Although Cone does not include the role of the Holy Spirit in his story, the Holy 
Spirit is active in the story of most black people, who overcame many hardships by 
relying God’s goodness and absolute power and authority. Black people have a rich 
history and experiences wherein they saw themselves and their hardships with the biblical 
characters. The telling of their stories was an opportunity for liberation and to tell the 


truth. Cone says, 


It is the encounter of the truth of black experience that enables black 
theologians to know that they must speak the truth to the people. To speak the 
truth to black people is to relate the story of our mothers’ and fathers’ struggles 
and thereby create a humane future for our children. We must take the speeches 
and tales, the blues and the spirituals, the prayers and the sermons of black people 
and incorporate them mto our present existence, relating our parents’ striving to 
our daily fight for survival in a land defined by George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, and Richard Nixon. Indeed our survival and liberation depend upon our 
recognition of the truth when it is spoken and lived by the people. If we cannot 
recognize the truth, then it cannot liberate us from the untruth. To know the truth 
is to appropriate it, for it is not mainly reflection and theory. Truth is divine action 





® Cone, Gad of the Oppressed (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 2001), 13 
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entering into our lives and creating the human action of liberation. Truth enables 
us to dance and live to the rhythm of freedom in our lives as we struggle to be 
who we are. Therefore, to speak the truth we black theologians must set forth the 
authentic experience of blackness. We must respond to the urgent call of Sister 
Desiree Barnwell:’ 


Will the real black people please stand up? 
Those fearless in the unconventional, 
Moved towards their own blackness, 
Prone to influence and set trends, 
Schooled in their times and folkways, 
Dedicated to worthwhile endeavors, 
Attentive to meaningful expressions.””” 





® thid, 28. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


METHODOLOGY 


Hypothesis 

The hypotheses for this project proposed that providing educational sessions to 
underprivileged students and their parents would pave the way for a transformation of 
their destructive behavior, including truancy, involvement in gangs, drug use and other 
crimes. The students, from various elementary and high schools, attend after school 
programs at Eagle Ridge Institute for underprivileged youth and their parents. 

The purpose of the study was to facilitate discussions that would promote 
interactions between the students and the parents, who would be a part of focus groups 
for the study. The focus group discussions would include questions, conversations and 
teachings relating to the many pressures of the teens, their frustrations, and the lack of 
guidance they are receiving from the school system, their parents and other adults. The 
primary goal was to lay the foundation for open and meaningful communication between 
the students and parents that would encourage the students to be more interested in 
school, education, bonding with their parents, and break the cycle of behavior that keeps 
them in an underprivileged society. Other goals would include improving the interaction 
and communication between the students and their parents, and a decrease in the number 
of truancy cases throughout Oklahoma City, where 5.3% of high school students were 


listed as truants during year 2012. 
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Intervention 

Through conversations, discussions, and observations, information was obtained 
that revealed disturbing trends of crime, gangs, illiteracy, truancy, school dropouts, and 
the lack of education involving underprivileged students in elementary through high 
schools in Oklahoma City. It was also learned that little or no communication existed 
between the students and parents designated to participant in the study. Inquiries and 
personal awareness of the circumstances of the various families determined the absence 
of any church involvement by the children; daily exposure to crimes, drugs, gangs and 
gang warfare, and the lack of any adult and/or agency that was capable of providing 
assistance, 

Information developed indicated a similar life and background of the parents, who 
were raising their children based on their childhood experiences. The parents were not 
showing any concern or understanding of the harm being done to the children. The 
parents were not concemed about the children’s lack of interest in education, 
involvement in crimes, pregnancy, truancy—they were not concerned about their future. 
Based on this reality, the parents were not interested or prepared to address the many 
problems and issues that confronted the children. 

It was the belief that the students would be willing to learn and change their way 
of life through the teaching and concerns of trusted adults. The teaching and education 
would help the children make positive choices, encourage them to accept other avenues 
for living. Prior knowledge and discussions determined that most of the parents were 
illiterate, and/or came from backgrounds that did not care about education; adults who 


care for them; or systems that gave them the training to break the cycle of their mental, 
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economic and social status. The actions of the parents seemed to express the belief that 
their circumstances would not change—it was their way of life. As plans were made to 
address respond to the crisis, those plans took into consideration how to gain the support 
of the parents without offending them. The pians had to be presented in ways that would 
not make the parents feel they had failed their children. 

The primary objective of the study was to provide settings whereby 
communication could be established between the parents and the children; including the 
children establishing more confidence in their parents. Once this communication was 
established, it was the belief they would be willing to discuss the issues of the children 
that were causing them to make bad choices. Children would begin to have dialogue with 
the parents as it relates to pressure from their peers, which would give them greater 
ambitions ahout the future. 

An important aspect of the study was to help the parents understand the 
importance of communication in education, the future of the children, and helping them 
to accomplish their dreams and goals. In the plan, it was important to help the parents 
come to understand that the study would plant the seed of success in the minds of the 
children, which would give them something to strive for. The study would help children 
understand the sacrifices that must be made to accomplish goals, and how education is 
required to achieve those goals. 

The participants included seven students: four high school males; three females 
from elementary through middle school; four parents: and three mothers and one father. 
They were asked to participate because of their involvement with Eagle Ridge Institute, 


and their history of poverty and lack of education. The study consisted of eight sessions 
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during a period of eight weeks. The sessions consisted of dialogue and questions from 
two books by Samuel DeWitt Proctor; focus groups with parents that included a parent 
questionnaire, and a series of questions about the extent of “their parent’s involvement in 
their lives”; motivational lectures; and dialogue groups with a PTA board from Eagle 


Ridge Institute. 


Research Design 

The purpose of this ministry study was to address the conditions that are keeping 
elementary through high school children in a revolving door of illiteracy, scbool 
dropouts, gangs, drugs and other crimes. It was learned that barriers to breaking that 
cycle was m part due to the lack of communication between the students and their 
parents, who had similar life histories. It was the belief that breaking the cycle would 
require developing communication between the students and the parents. 

The methodology of qualitative research was used in this study. This method was 
selected based on the ability to analyze the participant’s actions, beliefs, values and 
motivation during the focus group participation. Further, “qualitative research places an 
emphasis on description, understanding and meaning. ‘This approach has the ability to 
elicit honesty, depth and richness from the answers given by the individuals. Qualitative 
research is regarded as superior to quantitative methods when researching sensitive 


situations, such as how family history can affect, educational success or failure,” 


’ www.ehow.-com/facts-767501 !-fundamentals-qualitative-research.htm! 
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Collection of Data and Instrumentation 

Data was collected during the study through documentation of written notes, 
observations, audio recordings, lectures, group discussions, and open-ended questions 
that required written responses; which included the knowledge of the students pertaining 
to the history of their ancestors, including their work; their level of education; and the 
value the students placed on that information. The beliefs and attitudes were documented 
through open-ended questions, observations, individual and group discussions. The data 
and information collected from the focus groups were organized through methods of 
triangulation. 

Data was categorized and labeled with codes that provided assistance in 
identifying patterns and behaviors, which would be helpful in revealing “some 
fundamental patterns that exist between parent and child.’” Students were allowed review 
a draft suramary of research study to ensure that their experiences were actually 


portrayed. 





Jackie Baston, Data Planning And Anatysis (Dayton, OH: United Theological Seminary August 
23, 2012). 


CHAPTER FIVE 


FIELD EXPERIENCE 


Designing the Research Pro ject 

The hypothesis of this ministry study proposed that an educational teaching 
would help elementary, middle and high school students overcome hardships of illiteracy, 
truancy, use of drugs, the lack of education. The study was primarily conducted at Eagle 
Ridge Institute, 601 North East 63rd Street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, where programs 
are provided for under privileged students from elementary school through high school. 
The location was selected because of the available of students and parents; and because 
they were involved in programs offered at the Institute. 

The decision was made to conduct this study based on information learned from 
members of Northeast Community Coalition (NECC) Institute, who were involved in 
intervention programs concerning urban and underprivileged students attending 
elementary, middle and high schools in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. According to NECC, 
the students had a known involvement with dru gs, alcohol, truancy, and the lack of 
parental guidance and communication with their children. These and other factors issues 
were contributing to the students failing in school, and their unwillingness to change their 


way of life. 
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Many challenges were experienced during the study. The greatest challenge was 
the lack of education and concem of the parents, as well as their unwillingness to listen 
and cooperate during the initial planning of the study. Due to their reluctance, the 
services of NECC were needed to gain their support in a limited capacity. The lack of 
their total commitment caused distractions that adversely affected the learning intended 
for the students. 

The educational resources included focus groups, closed ended questionnaires, 
participation by members of the Parent Teachers Association (PTA), and music 
instructors.he educational resources would include focus groups, closed ended 
questionnaires; PTA; and music instructors. The objective included educating the 
students and the parents on the importance of education; encouraging communication 
between the children and parents; and establishing a youth group at Avery Chapel AME 


Church for students with similar problems. 


Implementation 

The training mcluded eight informal focus group meetings at Eagle Ridge 
Institute and Avery Chapel AME Church. The focus group consisted of seven students (1 
elementary female student. four female middle school students, and two male high school 
students); three female parents, and one male parent. One of the parents was single, and 
three of the parents participated in support of their children. They were asked to 
participate because of their involvement with Eagle Ridge Institute, and their history of 
poverty and lack of education. The study consisted of eight one-hour sessions during a 


period of eight weeks. The sessions consisted of dialogue and questions from two books 


by Samuel DeWitt Proctor; focus groups with parents that included a parent 
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questionnaire, and a series of questions about the extent of “their parent’s involvement in 


their lives”; motivational lectures; and dialogue groups with a PTA board from Eagle 


Ridge Institute. 


Session One 


The initial session began by summarizing the purpose of the project. The students 


were invited and encouraged to discuss the type of work performed by their parents or 
ancestors, whether the parents of the students were doing the same type of work. The 
intent of the questions was to gain background information relating to the parents of the 
students; learn what the students knew about their parents; and develop data that would 


show a pattern of behavior, which could provide data to indicate when values may have 


shifted, or negative behavior was established. 


Additional information pertaining to the first session is as follows: 








Participant(s) 


Significant Comments 


_| 








Two brothers _| Are being raised by their stepfather, who is a preacher. 











Two Males, 13. | N/A 
and 14 


Never told who his father is; child works at a crises center, and says he | 
Male teen wants to a career in the Air Force; his oldest brother is his role model. 














Two Females 12 | Both are sisters, and their mother died when they were very young; the 
| youn gest wants to establish a tradition in cosmetology for children. 


and 13 





—! 





Questions: “What do you want to be when you grow up?” 


“What does it take to accomplish your goal?” 


Answers: “Hard work and education.” 
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Homework: Students are to read the first chapter of Sam Proctor, The Substance of 
Things Hoped For. 
Session Two (September 27, 2012) 

Two students, attended this session, which included discussion on the following: 

« Employment of grandparents, parents, those in attendance and their activities, and 
the accomplishments of the present generation and from one generation to the 
next. Note: Considering the two previous generations on the father’s side, the 
grandfather was a sharecropper, and the grandmother was a homemaker. During 
the next generation, the father was a civil service worker, and the wife was a 
domestic worker. During the third generation, one followed in the footsteps of her 
father as a federal employee; and all of the third generation children were 
persuaded to go to college. However, they did not all complete college. All of the 
fourth generation attended college. 

e The topic focused on how many years it has taken to accomplish the goal from 
sharecropper to completing a college education. The students concurred that there 
was a span of one hundred years from the time the grandfather was a sharecropper 
to the fourth generation. 

Session Three (October 10, 2012) 
During this session, five students attended, including two as indicated below, who 


joined the group for the first time. 
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| Participant(s) _Significant Comments 


Female, age 10 | Sister of two boys previously listed. 
N/A 











Female, age 14 








The primary focus during this session was a writing assignment. The students 
were asked to write a paragraph summarizing what they want to become when they grow 
up, and what it will take for them to accomplish their goal. The comments were: 

Student AB (age 14): 

“When I grow up I want to be a fighter pilot in the Air-force then go to the navy 

and become a S.E.A.L. Sniper 3rd battalion Bravo Team. To do that I will have to 

go to coliege, graduate, and, and pass all my physical and mental tests to go and 
pass my eye test." 
Student VP (age 14): 

“Singer, Cartoon artist, Basketball player, Football player I want to become a 

singer!” 
Student MH (age 14): 

“T want to become a doctor it will take hard work and eight years of schoo! and 

two years of internship/studying.” 
Student Ms. H. (age 10): 
“I want to become a pediatrician is what it will take. It will take 4 years of college 
I need to study “inedusin” [medicine]. 
Student MW (age 13): 

“I want to become a pediatrician because I can help children in see what's wrong 

with them. I have to go to college like about 4 or 8 years in you have to put your 


work into it" 
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Session Four (October 17, 2012): 
A summary is provided relating to the discussions as indicated: 
1. Decision making: 

In most cases, our decision making is based on our personal values, our beliefs 
and our culture. Sometimes we make decisions without considering all of the 
consequences. In the decision making process there are several questions one must ask 
him/herself. 

a. How will this decision affect my life now and in the future? 

b. How will this decision affect my family and the people who love me? 
c. How will this decision affect my relationship with my friends? 

d. How will this decision affect my adult life? 

e. Dol really want to do this? 

There are different types of decision we make some individually and others as 
group decisions. The reality is whatever decision you make it will effect more than 
you.... 

Decision making and peer interaction are two very important components of your 
life because the type of friends you select in some case determines the outcome of your 
life; based on the influence they have on you and vice versa... Peer interaction is a very 
important part of our lives because this is our social network. Your parents are aware of 
the necessities of peer interaction. In most cases parents do not object to the friend we 
select unless they feel that particular friend is not good for you. Parents can tell if your 
peers are having a negative effect on you by your actions after a short relationship with a 


new peer. In most cases people pick friends who are similar to themselves.... 
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Good decision making in selecting good peers and developing good social skills 
help to make you a good team player. 
What makes a good team member? 
The ability to solve problems, 
Experience. 
1. A good attitude. 
2. Integrity 
3. Supportiveness. 
4, Knowledge of situation. 
5. Do not be defensive. 
6. Open to input from others. 
7. Be supportive. 
Session Five (October 10, 2012) 
This session, attended by three students, focused on two scenarios: 
Scenarios #1: 
A fight broke out between two brothers-in-law over a telephone bill; one 
of them ended up with two razor wounds one on his jaw and another on his neck. 
Had the neck wound been a fraction of an inch deeper the two families would 
have been going to a funeral. 'T believe then, as I do now, that an educated mind 
behaves differently, is able to canvass options, and solve misunderstandings 
without violence. This situation is taken from Samuel DeWitt Proctor book, The 
Substance of Things Hoped For, 55-56. 


The students were asked to explain how an educated mind is able to solve 


disputes without violence. Their responses are as follows: 
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Student | (Precious): 
“My parents fight all of the time, and cuss at each other all the time they curse at 
me too. They are able to talk through things fighting because they understand 
things better and they do not want to hurt anybody.” 

Student 2 (Smart): 


“Sometimes me and my sister play, fight, and then some time we fight for real.” 
Student 3 (V Player): 


“Another girl was trying to mess with one of her friends so she pushed her in 
order to keep them from ‘getting busy’ (a term for fightmg).” 

Scenario #2 
Responses were requested relating to the following: 

By the 1980s, it had reached a crisis level. When substantial opportunities 
for minorities opened up in the 1960s and ‘70s, and when the job market 
simultaneously became more demanding of literacy skills and mathematics, 
blacks with education seized their new opportunities and began to put a new face 
on America Although large numbers were finding their way to better education, 
better jobs, better health, better homes, and enhanced general wellbeing, it tumed 
out to be largely an individual matter, and the massive bottom failed to rise. 
Taken from Samuel DeWitt Proctor, The Substance of Things Hoped For, 169. 

Student #1 (Precious): 
“The reason why the massive bottom failed to rise is because they did not get 
their education so they could not get jobs that is why they failed to rise.” 
Additional Questions/Discussions were: 
Question: 
“Do you talk to your parents about what you want to become when you 
grow up?” 
Answer: 


“I never talk to my parent about anything, no way.’ 
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Question (from a homework assignment on 10/10/12): 

“What do you want to be when you grow up, and what will it take to accomplish 

it?” 
Answer: 

“Dancer: Start at home; Go to school 4 it; Go to college for it too”; Then get some 

dancing teachers to tech you to. That's all. 

Singer: If your mom is a singer she can teach you. You can sing in your church 

choir or school choir. 

Doctor: You can practice on your brothers and sisters, then you can practice on 

your friends, then you go to college. 

Cosmetology: Practice on your sisters” hair. You can go to college and take some 

classes, Then you can get a shop. And get some people to come in. 
Session Six (October 29, 2012) 

This session, which included parents, began with a review of prior sessions. The 
session focused primarily on issues that would promote discussion and dialog between 
the parents and the students. 

Session Seven (November 5, 2012) 
This session, which focused on relationships between the child and parent 
presented the following questions: 
Question #1: 
“When was the last time you went to the library with your parent?” 
Answers: 
“| have never been to the library with my parents, because my stepmother will not 


go with me and my dad is too funny.” 
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“My mom is just too tired to go with me.” 
Question #2: 
“Have you ever asked her to go with you? 
Answers: “No.” “My mother and I go to the library together on a regular basis.” 
Question #3: 
“What would you like to do with your parents?” 
Answers: Most said they would like spend the day witb their mom being pampered, 
manicured, pedicure, and a trip to the beauty shop. 
“T would like for it to happen on my birthday because this would make it more 
special.” 
Session Seven (November 19, 2012) 
This session consisted of the following dialog questions: 
Question #1: 
“What did you all do?’”’, “Who went to the library?” 
Answers: 
“T read Diary of a Wimpy Kid.... There was this kid who was about thirteen 
years old that was being bullied by some boys at his school who eventually along 
with two of his friends became bullies themselves and bullied the same boys that 
use to bully him.” 
“T read the book Twilight, and it was about a vampire and a werewolf and a girl 
that liked both the vampire and the werewolf she could not make up her mind 
about which one she liked the best.” 


“I read the Bluford Series, The Life of a Teenage Boy.” 
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Session Eight (December 3, 2012) 

This session consisted of a presentation by Rev. Dr. Roy P. Jones Jr., who spoke 
on the topic: “Love one another, Forgiveness, Commitment, Sacrifice, and encourage one 
another.” Additionally, the students, after being asked to write three to five of the most 


important things responded with 1} God, 2) Family, 3) Education, and 4) Helping people. 


CHAPTER SIX 
SUMMARY, REFLECTIONS and CONCLUSIONS 


Summary 

The purpose of this project was to address negative issues the problems of urban 
and underprivileged students attending elementary, middie and high schools in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. Various circumstances and conditions led to their illiteracy, truancy, 
drug and alcohol involvement, and the overall lack of education. This project, which 
consisted of teaching and learning, was a collaborative relationship with Eagle Ridge 
Institute, and elementary, middle and high school students who also participated in 
programs at Eagle Ridge Institute. The involvement of Eagle Ridge was important 
because it was familiar to the students and parents, and offered an environment of trust 
and security. 

The information obtained led to the belief that the children were living within the 
walls of a revolving door of conduct and behavior that was constant in the lives of their 
parents. In addition, inquiry determined the lack of education between the parents and the 
children were also contributing factors to the behavior of the children, That information 
and personal childhood experiences were the primary reasons for selecting the 


educational approach in completing the study. 
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This approach incorporated the principle of believing in God; to “Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and lean not unto your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6). Regardless of 
the circumstances m life, it is important for children to learn the value of trusting in God, 
and believe how that trust can help them overcome any obstacle or barrier in life. It was 
important to teach them and help them understand that trusting and believing in God can 
help them rise above any condition that is not favorable to them or their family. 

The educational approach included the recruitment of student and parents to serve 
as focus groups, who participated in discussions and teachings relating to their life 
experiences. The primary goal was to explore issues and circumstances in their lives that 
contributed to the decisions to engage in behavior that was keeping them locked ina 
revolving cycle of hardships. In achieving that goal, plans included gaining the support 
and participation of the parents. The focus groups were led by a facilitator who presented 
questions designed to involve the students and discussions that would open the door for 
communication between the students and their parents. 

The sessions allowed the gathering of extensive background of each student; with 
questions and mock exercises that allowed the students to express their thoughts on issues 
and conflicts, and how they would seek to resolve them. Although they were residing in 
communities of impoverishment, their comments revealed their behavior was a 
continuation of behavior passed down to them from their parents. That behavior include 
the absence of self-esteem, guidance and teachings that would give them learn positive 


habits. Overall, it was a history that suffered from a jack of education and communication 


102 


between the children and their parents. The information was used to provide teachings 


and guidance in the use of constructive habits of resolving problems. 


Reflections 

The history of the students and the setting made it difficult to obtain a broad- 
based support, especially from the parents necessary In addressing the problems. 
However, the completion of this project has been an opportunity to provide teachings and 
possible solutions by utilizing the knowledge gained from personal experiences that were 
similar to the predicainent of the students. Those personal experiences of hardships, 
confusion, crime, drugs and incarceration provided a greater understanding of the depth 
of the problems—their pains, sufferings, lack of direction and self-esteem. They also gave 
insight and the understanding how faith, the knowledge, and the trust in God are 
necessary to overcome those obstacles. This project has contributed to personal and 
spiritual growth. 

There sessions showed evidence of growth and transformation in the lives of the 
children, including listing the following as the “five of the most important things” for 
them: 1) God, 2} Family, 3) Education, and 4) Helping people. Three of these children 
are being raised by a step father who is a pastor and there are indications from these 
children that the stepfather and the mother are not involved in the planning of their 
futures as it pertains to education and career. Overall, the responses of the students 
disclosed homes without structure, the absence of effective communication, and little 


hope for meaningful futures. 
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Conclusion 

Samuel Proctor wrote, “When substantial opportunities for minorities opened up 
in the 1960s and ‘70s, and when the job market simultaneously becarne more demanding 
of literacy skills and mathematics, blacks with education seized their new opportunities 
and began to put a new face on America. Although large numbers were finding their way 
to better education, better jobs, better health, better homes, and enhanced general 
wellbeing, it tummed out to be largely an individual matter, and the massive bottom failed 
to rise.”! 

The students in this project, along with many others, are living in an environment 
where the rate of success is almost nonexistent. For them, involvement with drugs, 
alcohol, and gangs have become the order of the day; where role models are drug dealers 
and pimps, and education is not part of any conversation. Proctor adds, 

This schism in the black community is a crisis of the first order. The 

Afrocentric movement causes young blacks to behave tentatively and thus lose 

mmportant ground. So much attention is paid to the cosmetic aspects of living— 

dress, hairstyles, music, diet, art, social gestures—that the main requirements for 
survival—economic independence, career preparation, sound health, stable 
families—are often left in fragments. 

Thirteen year-old “Precious”, when asked to share her aspirations expressed her 
need and desire for her parents to “sit down with me and help me make good decisions so 
I can narrow down my choices for my future.” Precious, and the children involved in this 
project, like others who are experiencing similar home environments, need 


communication, they need educators, they need the passion and the compassion that 


breeds within focus groups. They need committed and spirit-filled preachers and other 





Proctor, Substance of Things Hoped For, 169. 


* Thid., 170 
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servants who help them experience the blessings of God, so that they can become abreast 


of the skills needed for a healthy and successful educational outcome. 


APPENDIX A 


QUESTIONAIRE FOR PARENTS 
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Parent Questionnaires 


Name: 








Address: 





Phone Number: 











Child’s Name: 

1. Did you graduate high? Yes No 

2. Did you graduate college? Yes No 

3. How important is it for your child to attend college? (circle one) 


Very important, somewhat important, not important at all. Circle one. 


4. Do you ever have discussion with your child about his/her future, and what 
he/she wants to become whey they grow up? Explain: 


5. Did your parents have this type of discussion with you? Yes No 


6. Would you like for your child to have a better life than you? if so, what are you 
doing to help make it possibie? Explain: 


7. Do you ever just sit down with your chiid and have discussions about life in 
general? Yes No 


8. Do you discuss the importance of havmg a relationship with God? Yes No 


9. Is your life better than the life your parents lived? Yes No 


10. Do you believe that beginning today that you can start a rich Heritage/Tradition 
for your family by planting the seeds of success into your children? Yes No 


APPENDIX B. 


TOPIC OF DISCUSSION: HERITAGE/TRADITION/BULL YING 
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Discussion Topics 


Address to PTA conducted at North Highland High School; Oklahoma City, OK 


1, Topic of discussion: Heritage/Tradition/ Bullying 

It was the belief that the training should include teachings relating to the 
importance of understating one’s heritage/tradition; and to help them understand that 
these situations take years/generations to establish. Consequently, the parents of these 
children may begin a tradition that is constructive, and knowing they may not see it come 
to fruition. The teaching included helping them to understand that the road to successfully 
positioning your family for success is not an easy road to travel. 

Further, it was concluded that a brief lecture on bullying would help the parents 
understand the importance of communication and interaction with their children, and the 
establishment of trust between parent and child. 

A. Heritage 
The first thing I want to discuss with you is a question: 
* What does it take to start a family heritage? Something that comes or belongs to 
one by reason of birth: example; 
* The Kennedy Family: Every child born into that family receives one million 
dollars at birth. 
¢ The Queen of England: All of her offspring are born into royalty. 
* The Bush Family: All of the offspring are born into riches. 


Now what is preventing any of us in this room from doing the same? 


B. 
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Now on the other hand, we have a heritage of poverty and suffering. The good 
news about that is we can change that. 

There is a positive side to the poverty and suffering. Which is pride and courage 
which is what we would like for our offspring 


Tradition 


The second thing I want to discuss with you this evening is tradition: 


"A family tradition" is something that is handed down from generation to 
generation. 

Such as a business, now before it becomes a large business how long does it take 
to grow it into a major business? 

Here is something we can all relate to a mega church how long or how many 
generations does it take from inception to becoming a very large church? Or into 
something that is long standing. 

The question is are you willing to put the time in? 

Here is an example of how long it takes to fully establish a family tradition. 

[ have several quotes from a man who is now deceased, but I have great respect 
for Mr. Samuel Proctor. All quotes are from Sam Proctor My Moral Odyssey. 
“My grandmother graduated from college in 1882, and her descendants with 
college degrees number over one hundred- and stili counting every May! That is 
immortality” Samuel Proctor: My Moral Odyssey; 122. 

Now this is the writer’s assumption; Sam Proctors' grandmother had no idea what 
she was starting. However, because of her perseverance look what has happened 


to her family. 
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“Everyone is born into a physical environment, and everyone inherits a moral 
incubator as well. Before we are able to make conscious moral choices, we are 
subject to a moral orientation that is unconsciously recorded on our mental 
computer: and that recording has made indelible 'making marks that cannot be 
erased’ when we associate it with love and caring, loyalty and appreciation.” 21 
"Children learn what is important by what adults accentuate 'make important! and 
when we show interest in books and ideas, in physical health and development, 
and in treating persons as ends and not means, children learn all of that." 151-152 

The significance of blessing your children: 

Jacob blessing his sons Gen. 49:1-28 

Jacob blessing his Joseph's two sons. Gen. 48:8-20, if you wiil notice Jacob put 
his hand on Joseph's two sons as he blessed them. 

The search for the blessing is not just a modern day phenomenon. It is actually 
centuries old. In fact, we can find a graphic picture of a person. Who missed out 
on his family's blessing in the Old Testament? "Bless Me-Me Also, O My 
Father!" 

Many children struggle today with what experts call attachment disorder. That's 
the failure of children and young adults to create significant bonds with their 
parents or others as they get older. They stumble down a road toward broken 
relationships. They enter young adulthood-and later marriage-with a deep desire 
for connection but without the understanding, modeling, experience, or 


confidence that they reaily can build loving, lasting relationships for themselves. 
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They step back from what they want most because they've never seen what it 


looks like to have someone step toward them. John Trent The Blessing 7. 


The Five Elements of the Blessing 


1. 


Meaningful and appropriate touch: meaningful touch was essential in bestowing 
the blessing in Old Testament homes. 

A spoken message: the second element of the blessing involves a spoken word 
message-one that is actually put into words. In many homes today such words of 
love and acceptance are seldom received. 

Attaching high value to the one being blessed: meaningful touch and a spoken (or 
written) message-these first two elements lead up to the content of the words 
themselves. To convey the blessing, the words must attach high value to the 
person being blessed. 

Picturing a special future for him or her: a fourth element of the blessing is the 
way it pictures a special future for the person being blessed. Isaac said to his son 
Jacob. "May God give you of the dew of heaven, of the fatness of the earth.... Let 
peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you" (Gen. 27:28-29). 

An active commitment to fulfill the blessing: the last element of the blessing 
concems the responsibility that goes with giving the blessing. For the patriarchs, 
not only their words but God himself stood behind the blessing they bestowed on 
their children. Several times God spoke directly through the angel of the Lord to 
the patriarchs confirming his active commitment to their family line. Parents 
today, in particular, need to rely on the Lord to give them the strength and staying 


power to confirm their children’s blessings by expressing such an active 
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commitment. They, too, have God's word through Scriptures as a guide, plus the 
power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. All of the above elements of blessings were 
taken from "The Blessing by, John Trent 45-50. 
C.  Bullymg 
What Is Bullying? 
¢ Bullying is a form of aggressive behavior that is intentional, hurtful, (physical 
and psychological), and/or threatening and persistent (repeated). There is an 
imbalance of strength (power and dominance). 
The above definition includes the following criteria that will help you determine if a 
student is being bullied: 
e The mistreatment must be intentional. 
e The mistreatment must be hurtful (physical or psychological). 
* The mistreatment is threatening. The individual fears harms. Fear their safety. 
¢ The mistreatment must occur more than once. However, some disagree with this. 
They say one very hurtful event is enough to label it bullying. 
e There must be a power imbalance. 
What Does Bullying Look Like? 
Direct Bullying Behaviors 
Physical Bullying (a few examples) 
¢ Hitting, slapping, elbowing, shouldering (slamming someone with your 
shoulder) 
e Shoving in a hurtful or embarrassing way 


* Kicking 
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Taking, stealing, damaging or defacing belongings or other property 
Restraining 

Pinching 

Flushing someone’s head in the toilet 

Cramming someone into his or her locker 


Attacking with spit wads or food 


Verbal Bullying (a few examples) 


Name-calling 

Insulting remarks and put-downs 
Repeated teasing 

Racist remarks or other harassment 
Threats and intimidation 


Whispering behind someone’s back 


Both boys and girls use verbal aggression (such as mocking, name-calling, teasing, mean 


telephone calls, verbal threats of aggression) and intimidation (such as graffiti, publicly 


challenging someone to do something, playing a dirty trick, taking possessions, coercion} 


(Garrity, Jens, Porter, Sager, and Short-Camilli, 1996). Nevertheless, there are some 


differences. 


Boy Bullies: 


Boys may hully more than girls. However, some question this. 


Boys bully both boys and girls (Olweus, 1993). 
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Boys use more direct behaviors (physical and verbal bullying) than girls do. 
They usually use more indirect bullying as their verbal skills increase (Mutlin- 
Rindler, 2002). 

Boys may use more physical aggression than girls (Espelage, Bosworth, & 
Simon, 2000; Hyde, 1986; McDermott, 1966). However, more research is needed 
to verify this, and the research indicates that assumptions should not be made 
about the nature of their aggression (Espelage & Swearer, 2004). 


Boys are just as likely as girls to use social and emotional taunting. 


Girl Bullies: 


Girls are aggressive, but may use more indirect behaviors to damage 
relationships and can be sneaky and nasty. 

Girls are becoming more physical in bullying than im the past 

Girls are more likely to bully other girls, but sometimes they bully boys (Olweus, 
1993). 

Girls bully in groups more than boys do. 

Girls seek to inflict psychological pain on their victims, which hurts as much as, 
if not more than, physical attacks and has long-lasting effects. 

Girls behave well around adults but can be cruel and mean to peers. 

Girls target weaknesses in others, 

Girls frequently make comments regarding the sexual] behavior of girls they 
don’t like (Byme, 1994a, 1994b). 


Girls attack within tightly knit networks of friends, which intensify the hurt. 
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